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From Mademoiſelle LE TELIIIER, to 
the Marchioneſs of Eesom. 


Narbonne. 
DEAR MADAM, 


| E arrived at Narbonne, which 
Cicero called the bulwark of the 
Roman empire, the model of Rome 
itſelf, and proceeded to the caſtle 


at the foot of the Pyrenean mountains, 
Vol. III. B near 
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near the ſource of the Garonne: the 
country about it is dry, unfruitful, and 
void of all proſpect; the characters, 
cuſtoms, and converſation of the people, 
like their climate, uncouth, rough, 
and hardened. 

Mr. Fairville preſenting himſelf, we 
procured admittance, a bridge being 
let down, to facilitate our entrance, by 
an old woman, who ſeemed to be coeval 
with the building, and anſwered exactly 
to the deſcription of Otway's hag in the 
Orphan. | 

Mr. Fairville brought us intelligence 
that the Marchioneſs was alive, and had 
been. of the greateſt uſe to the poor 
people in her neighbourhood, from her 
medicinal knowledge; but that they had 
been under the neceſſity of making the 
Marquis de Louvoi imagine ſhe was 
dead many years, otherwiſe he would 

| have 
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have procured other agents that would 
have executed his inhuman purpoſe, 

We judged it proper to proceed cau- 
tiouſly, leſt the joy of her deliverance 
ſhould affect her ſenſes! Too well re- 
gulated however was every paſhon in 
her amiable mind, to be overpowered 
with any human event! 

I wrote a letter, acquainting her, that 
her daughter was alive, and wiſhed to 
throw herſelf at her feet; ſhe returned 
an anſwer expreſſing her happineſs at 
the pleaſing intelligence, dictated by 
the greateſt reſignation, piety, and 
compoſure. I then wrote, and aſked 
if it would hurry her ſpirits too much to 
lee that daughter? She replied not at all! 
that ſhe had long looked upon herſelf as 
an inhabitant of the other world ; and 
her whole ſoul had attained ſuch tran- 


quillity, that though ſhe would bleſs 
B 2 God 
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God for it, nothing now could diſtract 
her. | 

TI went, and beheld, what I cannot 
deſcribe! The ſenſations are ever more 
ſtrong, at the inſtant they are received 
from the object, than when remitted 
from the memory. But had 1 the ta- 


lent of deſcription, my heart would not 


ſecond the attempt; nor could you bear 
to read it, although terror is a paſſion 
which always produces delight when it 


does not preſs too cloſe; and pity is ac- 
companied with pleaſure, becauſe it 


ariſes from love and ſocial affect ion. 
Permit me then, my dear friend, to 
follow the example of a celebrated 
painter on this occaſion, who drew a 
veil over the principal character in his 
piece, being incapable to give a faithful 


repreſentation of it: at leaſt allow me 


to give the outlines of the main defign, 
without 
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without adorning it with beautiful co- 
lours, or diſguiſing the truth by way of 
perſpective. As there was no door to 
her apartment, which was no other than a 
garret, I perceived her fitting on a mat- 
traſs (which had ſerved her for a bed) 
and leaning on a ſtool (which compoſed 
the whole furniture of the room) with 
her eyes turned up to heaven; and ſhe 
appeared in deep meditatioa.—-I made 
the-old woman announce my approach 
to her; ſhe thanked heaven, while 1 
advanced, threw . myſelf .. at her feet, 
and _ burſt out into tears: ſhe was 
not ſo much affected as I expected, but 
_ embraced me tenderly, and graſped my 
hand as if I could again be torn from 
her. RecolleQing herſelf, ſhe kneeled 
down and offered up a thank ſ2iving tothe 
Almighty, while I was wiapped up in 
contemplating (as well as the _ hurry of 
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ſpirits I was in could permit me) her 
figure and ſituation. 

There appeared in her that dignity 
which Statius ſays there is in the un- 
happy; and compoſure and grief were 
delineated upon the fineſt countenance I 
ever ſaw, which ſeemed then undergoing 
a new impreſhon of complacency, won- 
der, and joy. She at laſt wept bitterly : 
we commonly regard tears as a fign 
of ſadnefs, but without reaſon—they 
are the effects of every paſſion which 

contract our fibres; fear, anger, and 
joy excite them as well as fadneſs and 
pity. 

After we were a little compoſed, I 

| mentioned to her the miſtake under 
which my father had cctcd; that he and 
the whole world were ſenſible of his 
error; and that he was ready to aſk her 
forgiveneſs, and to devote the remain- 
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der of his life in making atonement for 
her ſufferings. 
She thanked God, for his repeated 
goodneſs to her, and told me, that her 
misfortunes had been entirely brought 
on herſelf, by ſubmitting to an appear- 
ance of evil; which, though ſhe had con- 


\ deſcended to do to ſerve a friend, yet 


was what a woman truly virtuous ſhould 
never ſubmit to. Thoſe women, ſaid 
ſhe, who ſay they care not what the 
world ſays of them, and that the teſti- 
mony of their conſcience is ſufficient, 
have too little delicacy. 

Reputation is the proper recompence 
of virtue, and it ought not to be neg- 
lected There can be nothing more 
humbling, than the thoughts of having 
given ſcandat to the impious.—But, ſaid 
this angelic mourner, my ſufferings have 
been blefled to me; and I may fay with 

B 4 Job, 
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Job, who, lamenting himſelf on the 
 dunghill, ſaid, Lord, when I was in 
my proſperity I heard thee ; but, in my 
affliction, IJ have ſeen thee! We are 
grateful to our fellow-creatures, but to 
God alone unthankful : and the perſon 
who would tremble at the very thought 
of having no ſenfe of a benefit from one of 
his own ſpecies, eaſily forgets thoſe he 
receives from heaven—a conduct that 
every principle of reaſon, as well as of 
religion, muſt condemn. 
Impatient to procure my mother a 
change of apparel, I ſent away for Du- 
pree, to bring her thoſe things I had 
brought with me. It was with the 
greateſt indignation I could look at her 
garb, which was compoſed of the 
coarſeſt materials. Alas, my child, ſaid 
the, you will not find it ſo eaſy to put 
your pious intention in execution; then, 
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turning round, ſhe pointed to a huge 
chain, which was ſecured at the corner 
of the room, which ſhe ſaid was faſtened 
to another which went round her waſte, 
and locked by a key her uncle has in 
his poſſeſſion. She ſaid it had been 
originally on the outfide of her apparel ; 
but that, after ſome time (ſhe having 
preferred nettete to eaſe) had, by degrees, 
cut her cloaths in pieces, ſince which 
time the chain had been very inconvenient 
to her. But I can only glance on a 
ſubject ſo ſhocking ; let it ſuffice to ſay, 
it was with the utmoſt difliculty the 
Marchioneſs was relieved from fo trou— 
bleſome a companion, in conſequence of 
its having become almoſt part of herſelf. 

The meeting between my father and 
mother was truly affecting. His feel- 
ings were too ſtrong to be exprefled, 
otherwiſe than by a deep filence and 

many 
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many tears. If this was an imperfection, 
Eneas ſometimes wept ; but it was not 
in bemoaning his own miſeries, but 
thoſe which his people underwent ; and 
the Son of God, when he was incarnate, 
ſhed tears of compaſſion over Jeruſalem. 
He is deſcribed as often weeping, but 
never laughing! My mother tenderly 
embraced my father, imputing his raſh- 
neſs entirely to her own imprudence ; and 
added, his only error was in having too 
ſoon given way to paſſion; but that no 
ſon of Adam had ever been founy, 
through the zodiac of whoſe life an 
ecliptic could not be drawn ! He could 
only anſwer, that as he always knew the 
large ſhare of juſtice and humanity 
which compoſed her excellent heart, he 
had been convinced, that were ſhe once 
to hear him, ſhe would pardon him, on 
account of the miſery he himſelf had 
experienced 
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experienced in conſequence of his raſh- 
neſs, | 

But great paſſions are ſometimes 
inconſiderate and always credulous, 
the miſtake he had laboured under, 
in ſuppoſing he ſaw her in the arms of 
another, had deprived him of his rea- 
ſon. He added, thoſe are the happieſt 
diſpoſitions which are the beſt : obſerv- 
ing ſhe differed from the reſt of man- 
kind, as misfortunes commonly hardens 
the heart and generates cruelty ; but 
that, on the contrary, her adverſity had 
only ferved to render her virtues more 
conſpicuous. 

She acquainted us (as Madame de 
Chevreuſe had done before) that ſhe 
and that lady had only fainted from 
loſs of blood, ſent for affiſtance, 
and were congratulating themſelves on 
their fortunate eſcape, when her uncle 
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came into the room, ſeparated them; 
and after that time ſhe only ſaw ſtran- 
gers about her, until ſhe was removed 
in the night to where I then found 
her, where ſhe had remained for fourteen 
years. The firſt five of which ſhe had 
been uſed in the cruelleſt manner; every 
thing having been done to torment, her: 
that ſhe had been denied the uſe of 
water; but there were great. pails ſet 
down in her fight, out of the reach of 
her chain; thus, like Tantalus, ſhe 
periſhed for want amidſt great abun- 

dance. | | 5 | 
It was lucky for me, ſaid ſhe, that 
our familiarity with, and affection for 
ourſelves, renders many things ſupport- 
able we could not bear in others. What 
had alſo been a great ſource of uneaſineſs 
to her, ſhe ſaid, was, that ſhe dreaded 
| the 
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the continual thunders this country is 
ſubje& to, and which are occafioned 
by the neighbouring mountains col- 
lecting almoſt uninterrupted ſtorms ; 
but time and uſe even conquered her 


fears. 6 
During this period three of the 
family had died, who had been placed 
in her bed until their interment. Certain 
things, which give us horror, are no- 
thing to people accuſtomed to them; a 
man of underſtanding ſhould ſhake off 
vulgar prejudicęs, and feek the truth inthe 
nature of themſelves; however her weak- 
neſs was ſuch, that nothing but a belief 
in Proyidence could .have ſupported her 
under her great and unheard of tri- 
als. . Having no perſon to ſpeak to, or 
book to read, ſhe began to think her- 
ſelf incapable of juſt reaſoning; the 
X I under- 
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underſtanding requiring nouriſhment, 
otherwiſe it languiſhes and decays ; and 
ſuch are, ſaid ſhe, the ſciences, an ap- 
plication to which, like a continual | 
lecture, ſerves to render it finer and 
more delicate. 

After the firſt five years, however, 
the cruel crooked daughter of the old 
woman, who took a delight in torment- 
ing her, died: the mother took this ſo 
much to heart that ſhe fell ill of a fever ; 
ſhe had been lucky enough to pre- 
ſcribe ſomething that caſed her, ſince 
which time ſhe had been made much 
eaſier, and lived not uncomfortably, 
having had the free uſe of water, can- 
dles, clean linen, and the common 
neceſſaries of life granted her in return 
for her medicinal preſcriptions, 

The want of the uſe. of light often 
tempted her, ſhe ſaid, to wiſh her eyes 


had 
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had been formed like thoſe animals who 
ſee very clearly by night: but when ſhe. 
conſidered the matter, ſhe recolle&ed 
they were blind in the day time; the 
dryneſs and ſubtlety of the aqueous 
humours not ſuffering them to bear the 
light. Thus, in each other particular, 
what great loſers we ſhould be were our 
fooliſh wiſhes to be accompliſhed—in- 
ſtead of ſubmitting to the wiſe decrees 
of the Almighty ! 

I have fince, ſaid ſhe, thanked God, 
and have even been chearful ; thoſe who 
nurſe their grief, and keep up an unin- 
terrupted ſenſe of it, have the ſame 
tyranny for themſelves which Caligula 
had for others, and love to feel them- 
ſelves die, There is nothing unbearable 
but a conſciouſneſs of error. The cauſe” 
of violent grief cannot be juſtified, but 

by 
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by preſuppoſing an eternity in this life, 
or deſpair of that which is to come. 

Life is uncertain, and to torment 
ourſelves for an uncertainty is doubtleſs 
abſurd; but though the preſer* is ſure, 
yet when a being, who is born for ſuch 
noble views, and for ſuch an extended 
duration, as man ſeems to be, bounds 
his thoughts to that alone, he certainly 
may be ſaid to act below his nature. My 
greateſt miſery aroſe, ſaid ſhe, my dear 
child, on your account, who, I foreſaw, 
was doomed to endure the puniſhment 
of human cares before you had deſerved 
them. I knew my huſband would be 
informed of my innocence. I often 
reflected that had J lived in the world I 
might not then have been happy —each 
ſituation hath its advantages and diſad- 
vantages. I had been married for ſome 
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years without having enjoyed much of 


my huſband's company. I allowed a 


great deal for martial ardour, and the 


ſervice every brave man owes his country 
in time of war; but as he had accepted 


-a civil employment in time of peace, I 


queſtioned if he had ever loved me, and 
that he had only married me in conſe- 
quence of knowing my partiality for 
him. Born to be ſuſceptible of the ten- 
der paſſions, I felt but too acutely pains, 
which perhaps I aſſiſted in heightening; 
but Jever concealed my ſuſpicions 
From him: all probibitions intrench 
upon liberty, and raiſe the deſire. It is 
not the courſe of a ſtrong affection to 
pry into little defects, and examine the 
imperfections of what we love. I en- 
deavouted to conquer this humour 
And ſo far ſucceeded in it, rephed my 
father, that I never once ſuſpected it. 
He here ſaid a great many things, in 

Vol. III. C Which 
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which, I believe, he was perfectly fin- 
cere to prove to her the ſtrength of his 
attachment. 

My mother expreſſed her happineſs in 
my father's aſſurances of affection, and 
with- a moſt plaintive ſmile inunediately 
reaſſumed her narrative.—lI one day had 
the good fortune to diſcover a preſs in 
the wall, which -opening, after a little 
difficulty, I found contained four books: 
how did I bleſs God tor them! It is im- 
poſſible for any perſon to judge of my 
happineſs without having previouſly 
been in my fituation'! The books were 
the Holy Scripture, Dr. Burnet's 
Theory of the Earth, a Homer, and a 
book on Geometry, Botany, Chemiſtry, 
and Phyſic. Could J be otherwiſe 
than grateful to Providence? My eye- 
fight was good, and the old woman fur- 
niſhed me with lights. Upon reading 
the Holy Scriptures with that frame of 

x mind 
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mind my fituation prepared me for, 
I could not help reflecting on myſelf ( 
had had a turn for literature, and 'had 
kept an affembly for learned men at 
Avignon) how infufficient are all thoſe 
fooleries in the day of affliction. The 
ſciences are moſt agreeable food for the 
mind ; but what a void Qo they leave in 
the heart, if they are not directed to their 
true and perfect end ? Chriſtian virtues, 
which, bythe goſpel, we are enjoined to 
practiſe, are very different from moral 
onzs—thoſe which reſult from reaſon, 
ſuch as, for example, were the virtues 

of the heathens. | 
Let us read the hiſtorians, the poets, 
and the philoſophers; but let us have in 
our own hearts the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt; in which alone is perfect wiſ- 
dom and perfect happineſs, which will 
ride triumphant on the aby ſs, when time 

and the elements ſhall be ſwallowed up. 
C 2 kg 
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Many abſurd concluſions flow from 
the ſyſtems of philoſophers ; examine 
their diſtinctions, and you will find the 
idea of a virtuous man, according to 
Socrates, very different from that of a 
virtuous man according to Diogenes ; 
and the idea of man in Ariſtotle, is by 
no means the ſame with the idea of man 
in Plato. Names, to men of ſenſe, are 
no more than fig-lcaves; to the ge- 
nerality they are thick coverings, that 
hide the nature of things from them, 1 
do not approve of people's infatuation m 
reſpect to perſons; and, in my opinion, 
truth only deſerves to be examined and 
approved of. Philoſophy is the art of 
diſcovering the principlesand connections 
of all our knowledge: the art of com- 
bining effects in order to produce or to 
foreſce the poſſible effects. She, there- 
fore, is concerned in all the ſciences; all 
knowledge is within her diſtrict ; but a 

"NM ſoul 
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ſbu}, interdicted with grief, cannot 
make uſe of her reaſon” without the 
powerful aid of Chriſtianity. The an- 
eient philoſophers would have no other 
rule than nature, no other help than 
reaſon. They believed, that with theſe 
two, there were no vices but they ſhould 
avoid, no virtue but they ſhould ac- 
quire. Their vanity inſpired them with 
courage; they made efforts ſurpaſſing 
their power, and, by a vain confidence, 
imagined they could ſubject the body to 
the mind, and reinſtate that ſovereign. 
in its former authority: it being much 
eaſier to know what is good, than to copy 
and follow it; they wrote with dignity 
on virtue, and they filled all their diſſer- 
tations with her praiſes. But our diſ- 
order was too great to ſuffer itſelf to be 
eonquered by ſuch weak remedies, and 
there was a neceſſity forthe mingling grace 
with nature, to reduce virtue to her true 
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ſtandard. T he philoſophers, though 
they could boaſt of more lights than 
others, were not remarkable for more 
juſtice; and whatever ſprcious appella- 
tions they might give their virtues, it 
was eafy to judge that they were merely 
animated with the deſire of honour or 
voluptuouſneſs; wherefore all their opi- 
nions are reducible to thoſe of the Epi- 
cureans and Stoics, yet both infinitely 
fall ſhort of the credenda of Chriſtians ; 
for, as St. Auguſtine ſays, the Epicu- 
reans were acquainted with no other 
pleaſure than voluptuouſieſs, the Stoics 
formed an eſtimate of no other happineſs 
than virtue, and the Chriſſians find no 
other *fel'eity than grace. The firſt 
ſubject the mind to the body, and re- 
duce men'to the life and condition of 
beaſts; the fecond inflate the ſoul with 
vanity,” And, amidſt the Wtetchednefs 
of their ebntiritny, ita the" pride of 
. q demons z 
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demons ;. the laſt acknowledge their 
weakneſs, and, ſenſible from experience, 
that nature and reaſon cannot deliver 
them, implore the help of grace, and do 
not engage in conflicts againſt vice, nor 
uſe ſtrenuous endeavours to acquire virtue 
but by the aſſiſtance of heaven. Moral 
philoſophy, indeed, will in ſome meaſure 
teach us what we owe to God and our- 
ſelves ;. will inform us how we may re- 
duce our knowledge into. practice, and 
love thoſe truths we have been learning, 
But theſe things we ſhall be beſt taught 
from the ſacred volumes: our bleſſed 
Saviour has- exalted ethics to the ſub- 
limeſt height; and his admirable ſermon 
on the mount, is the nobleſt and. the 
exacteſt model of perfection. 

It is right that the book which 
contains the principles and baſis of 
religion, ſhould be the foundation of 
our ſtudies !. The goſpel, when medi- 
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tated upon With due attention,  ſhews; 
itſelf to be che language of God. Vou 
will not find,, indeed, in it that oratorical- 
emphaſis: which characteriſes- rhetori- 
eians, thoſe ſyllogiſtical arguments which 
mark the philoſophers—it is quite ſim- 
ple, all is within the reach of the under- 
ſtanding, and all is divine! 
There cannot be finer images of 
the greatneſs and mercy of God, than. 
in the Pfalms and Spiritual Songs — 
there cannot be more affecting Hiſtories 
than rhoſe of Joſeph and of Moſes. 
The Prouerbs of Solomon alone, are a 
greater help to all moral wiſdom, than 
allrthat either heathen . or — 
ſophers have written. 

From thente may be learned ry 
profitable for all men, and what is pro- 
per and agresable to evety rank and de- 


gree of men, and what will render every 
one either vile or illuſtrious. 
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love truth, and not ſects to phi- 
loſophiſe is to love wiſdom; and the trus 
wiſdom is Jeſus-Chriſt. tt 1 

With all our pride of 1 we 
chuſe to derive the little we know from. 
the under currents, perhaps: muddy ones 
too, when the clear, the pellucid fun- 
tain head is much nearer/ ati hand—and: 
perhaps ſlighted the more on that àc- 
count. Is there any book in the world 
(as the Bible) ſo perfectly adapted to alb 
capacities? That contains ſuch ſublime 
and exalted precepts, conveyed in fuch an 
artleſs and intelligible ſtrain? Fhat can 
be read with ſuch pleaſure and ſuch ad- 
vantage by the lettered et 1 _ 
unlettered peaſant ? % SYEO 27 GO! 

The holy ſeripture of che Old ae 
New Teſtament, comprehends all that 
is good in the books of the ancient»; 
moraliſts, and alſo many e — a 
which were above their rea. 
The: 
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The ultimate ſcope, indeed, of it 1s- 
10 make toiſe unto. ſakvation ; but it alſo 
directs ſurely, to all that is for the good 
of ſociety, the peace of families, and 
the happineſs. of: _—_— perſons even 
in this life. 910 
In: all the. bathe; in as world, you 
cannot-find ſuch trains of eloquence as 
the reflections. of Job: all attempts: to 
paraphraſe it, only enervate them. | 
I has been obſerved, we have no 
accounts that can in any degree be de- 
pended upon, or that have any pretence 
to be received as authentic records, . prior: 
to the, Moſaic hiſtory, or indeed for 
ſome ages after it was written. But 
though it relates to the moſt ancient: 
times, it. is obſervable that it doth not 
run up the hiſtory to a fabulous or in- 
credible antiquity, as the Egyptians, 
Chaldeans, and ſome other nations did. 
Moſes's account of the time of the 
| creation 
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creation of the worid, the general de- 
luge, &c. reduces the age of the world 
within the rules of moderate computa- 
tion, perfectly conſiſtent with the beſt 
accounts we have of the origin of nas 
tions, the founding of cities and em- 
pires, the novelties-of arts and ſciences; 
and of the moſt uſeful inventions of 
human life: all' of which lead us to 
aſſign an age to the world, which com- 
ports very well with the Moſaic hiſtory; 
but is no way compatible with the ex- 
travagant antiquities of* other © eaſtern 
nations. My mother added, ſhe, was 
perſuaded, that any one who du: y con- 
fiders the ſtate of mankind, and What 4 
happy inftuence our hopes and fears 
have upon us, by the very frame of our 
nature, muſt” be ſenſible, that if te 
Scripture had only contained fine and 
elegant diſcourſes on the beauty of ire 
tue and the deformity of vice, iuſtead 


of 
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of propoſing the ſanctions of eternal 
rewards and / puniſhments, it would 
never have been ſo becoming the ma- 
jeſty and dignity of the ſupreme legiſ- 
lator, nor ſo well fitted to anſwer the 
end of a revelation defigned for common 
uſe. The expectations, which our faith 
preſents to us, was unknown to the hea- 
then philoſophers; but they felt that 
the ſoul was not to die. Pherecydes was 


che firſt among them who openly main-- 


tained this truth; Epicurus the * 
one wiro denied it. 


From Pherecydes it paſſed to pytba- 


goras, from Pythagoras to Socrates, 


and then to Plato, who eompoſed' a 


treatiſe c n that ſubject, whieh Cato 
ſtudied to prepare himſelf for death; and 
Cicero eſtabliſned this doctrine in his 
Diſcourſes on Friendſhip, Old Age, 


eee 8 ov his Works. 


nee 


L aſked. 
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J aſked my mother her opinion of 
Dr. Burnet's Theory—4s he had ſo 
many antagoniſts? 1 
She ſaid, if it is not thts) true in 
fact, it js moſt beautiful in imagination; 
and that ſhe was convinced his ſublime 
ſtyle will preſerve that work, when all 
other theories, and criticiſms on theo- 
ries, ſhall be as much in the ſtate of 
oblivion as:the chaos out of which the 
eloquent Doctor raiſes the fair creation; 
as in this production he has united the 
greateſt ſimplicity with the trueſt ſub- 
limity of conception. Nothing, my 
dear child, ſaid ſhe, can equal where he 
ſurveys the globe after the conflagtation! 
Iche whole globe reduced to aſhes, and 
all natute in ruins ! It is true the an- 
cients had never ſo juſt a conception of 
the end of things; they wanted revels- 
tion, to give them a lively and dreadful 
image of the world in flames, and Dr. 
Burnet 
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Burnet has improved the advantage of 
the ſubject, to excel them both in 
thought and expreſſion. I told my 


mother 1 recollected the paſſage well 


ſhe meant; ſhe deſired me to repeat it, 
which I then did, and une tranſcribe: to 

you. ENT 
Such the vanity:and tranſient glory 
of this habitable world.; by the force 
of one element breaking looſe upon the 
reſt, all the vanities of nature, all the 
works of art, all the labours of men, 
are reduced to nothing; all that we 
admired and loved before, as great and 
magnificent, is obliterated or vaniſhed, 
and another form or face of things, 
plain, ſimple, and every where the ſame, 
overſpreads the whole earth. Where 
are now the great empires of the world, 
and their great imperial cities? their 
pillars, - trophies, and monuments of 
glory? Shew me where they ſtood, read 
the 
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'the inſcription, tell me the victor's 
name; what remains, what impreſſions, 


what difference or diſtinction do you ſee 
in this maſs of .fire! Here ſtood the 
Alps, .the lord of the earth, that co- 
vered. many countries, and reached their 
arms to the Black Sea. This huge 
maſs. of ſtone is ſoftened, and diſ- 
ſol ved, as a tender cloud, into rain. 
Here. ſtood the African mountains, 
and Atlas with his top above the clouds. 
„There was frozen Caucaſus, and 
Taurus, and Imaus, and the mountains 


of Aſia; and yonder, towards the north, 


ſtood the Ripbæan hills, cloathed in ice 
and ſnow. All theſe are vaniſhed, drop- 
ped away, as the ſnow upon their 
heads.“ My mother, ſeemed pleaſed at 
my having attended to this paſſage. 
could not ſufficientiy admire her 
compoſure and ſerenity. Alas! my 
child, faid ſhe, a body ſeeble as mine is, 


for 
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for want of exerciſe, has but weak ſen. 
ſations, and a peaceful ſoul, entirely 
-exempt from ardour, which experiences 
only the weak impulſes of an undeter- 
mined will, and knows no more of the 
paſſions chan their name. A calm and 
extetnal ſerenity proceeds from a natu- 
ral coolneſs of temper; and it is to the 
want of ſenfibility in bur organs, that 
* this prudence, men value themſelves ſo 
much upon, is owing. The -phyfical 
Aways the. moral part in man, and the 
-c6nftittition of the body generates the 
alfectiöns of the mind. Guns 

1 A late Pby keien ſaid, he could make 
20 any man a coward If he had the dieting 


N. 85 Kia for fix Weeks. The Athenians 


Klee Joy to be the flower and ſpirit of 
a quick ad activ Sheath." T have been 
a8 400 Sich — Would admit of, 
"and base bi d the top reme deligbt of 
being tag to, "my Nu ten 
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Tis true, my child, I MS chained to 
the wall, and the chain round my waiſt 
was wearing me to the bone but true 


„Feser and grief are "comards;. gire 
way, and they puſh on; reſiſt, and 
they retire. Lord Orrery tells us, 
the Emperor Charles che Fifth, want- 
ed a fire that evening, in Bruſſels, in 
which he had abdicated the throne. 
And the Cardinal de Retz acquaints 
us, that the Princeſs of England, daugh- 
ter to Charles the Firſt, and grand 
daughter to Henry the Great, wanted a 
faggot. in the month of January, to to get 
out of bed i in the Louvre, and in the 
eyes of ne French court — cardinal 
Mazarin not having ordered, for fix 
months, any money towards paying the 
8 penſion of the Queen of England. So 
true was the fjing of Solon, to the Ring 

Vor- It. D W 
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of Lydia: , No man can be called 
happy before death. But afflictions are 
often of infinite, uſe to us. Plato ſays, 
that fortune puts a veil before the eyes 
of thoſe whom ſhe attends, and takes 
it off when;ſhe quits them. When any 
misfortune, which we think extreme, 
becomes ſtill greater, our ſoul ſeems to 
give over grieving for it any more; the 
exceſs of it brings it to reaſon. 

This was my caſe; I amuſed myſelf 
by the ſtudy of geometry, in which l had 
made ſome progreſs, to aſſiſt me in paint - 
ing, (as I was inſtructed in mathematics, 
to enable me to draw buildings, and other 
things, iu perſpective.) Geometry re- 
quires the leaſt aid from imagination, as it 
eontinually fixes the attention to one par- 
ticular object. I do not mean, added 
the, that he who diſcovers a demonſtra- 
tion has no occaſion for invention, but 

| 52. 2111 bis .2.D4t{amn v0" rat 
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that the demonſtration being once dif- 
covered, others have only to purſue it. 

- Geometry is uſeful to qualify and pre- 
pare our minds for the contemplation of 
truth, and for the profitable reading of 
many books. It will enable us to fix our 
thoughts, and give à check to that 
quickneſs of imagination which is ſel- 
dom conſiſtent with ſolidity of judg- 
ment. The greater number of modern 
philoſophers reaſon inconcluſively, only 
becauſe they are unacquainted with geo- 
metry, They miſtake” ſophiſms for 
truths ; and though the principles they 
lay down may be true, the conclufions 
they deduce from them are falſe 

It was with this view the ancient 
Greeks taught it to their children be- 
fore any other ſcience; for as we ſcarce 
know any thing with certainty, but 
what can be reckoned or meaſured, 
they made numbers, and the extent of 

D 2 bodies 
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bodies, the baſis of their reaſoning, 
becauſe the truth of theſe are demany 
ſtrable. | 

H have pos" Ao: wala bd in 
theſe ſilent amuſements, that I am no 
longer ſurpriſed Pythagoras, though a phi- 
loſopher, was ſo overcome with joy, at 
the ſatisfaction he conceived in finding 
out his demonſtrations; or at the calm- 
neſs and eontentment Archimedes ſhewed; 
in the midſt of Syracuſe, being ſo 
buſy about bis contemplation, that he 
heard not the noiſe and clamour of 
the enemy; and could not ſpare fo 
much time from his ſtudy, as to aſk 
life from the rude conqueror s. 

Study abſorbs" thoſe triſting inconve- 
niences which - 3 wy or 
frequent o wigs bog 

We'll not cient! y admire thi 
compoſure” my mother had acquired. 


She told * theſe apo have been accut- 
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tomed to misfortunes, bear them in 
quite a different manner from thoſe 
who have not had ſuch experience. 
1 The weight is comparatively light to 
|| thoſe who have been long loaded with 
] them. A man is | hardened by the 
exerciſe of endurance, the mind being 
in this reſpect like the body, which, the 
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= more it is exerciſed with hard labour, the 
more it is able to undergo; not being 
=  cweakened but ftrengthened by it. Cuſtom 
? has ſuch a power over us, that it makes 
, noiſe as quiet as ſilence, and motion as 


ſtill as reſt: it makes us regardleſs of 

harmony, and not diſpleaſed with dif- 

cord; we neither value our health, 

or murmur at our ſickneſs; and, in 

many caſes, are both inſenſiblè to our 

happineſs and forgetful of our miſery. 

It gets the better of nature fre- 

quently f, 2nd cluding vs; with, vices 
2s Mithridates is ſoid to have fed on 

D 3 poiſons, 
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poiſons, we at laſt grow ſtrong enough: 
wo, digeſt any, ching: in ſhort, my dear 
child, whatever: we do often, we come at 
laſt. to do ghgartully, and eafily. Seneca 
lays, << The good things Which attend 
proſperitꝝ age to be wiſhed, but the good 
things which attend adverſity are to be 
admired.” The virtue of proſperity is 
temperance, but the virtue of adverſity is 
fortitude. It is our indiſpenſible duty 
to raiſe our minds above the calamities 
of life; we have proſpects. capable of 
ſupporting us under the ſevereſt and 
molt. mortifying circumſtances; pro- 
ſpects adapted to chear our ſpirits under 
the deepeſt diſtreſs, and even to com- 
poſe our minds under all the, horrors of 
death. How delightful are the reliefs 
religion affords ! how powerful its ſop- 
ports amidſt the moſt frightful agitations 
the human mind can ſuffer! How ſurpriſ- 
ingly is it adapted to fortify us againſt the | 


ſhocks 
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ſhocks and ſcourges' of adverſe fortune, 
and all the various calamities that can 
diſturb a human breaſt ! Happy | is the 
mind that can taſte theſe reviving ſweets! 
how pure, how noble, how delightful, 
the generous extaſy with which it ex- 
pands Err => 
I at laſt attaned ſuch a FW. ſtate * 
mind, that neither the clouds which 
flew around me, nor even the thunders 
that rolled over my head (and which at 
firſt was ſo tremendous to me) was able 
to diſturb my ſerenity—even-a hog 
world might crſb, but not intimidate me 
F looked down with pity on people in 
the world, who are a prey t to unneceſſary 
or diſtreffing cares, tormetited by the 
preſent, the paſt, and the future ; and, 
as if they feared they mould not be un- 
happy enough, Join to the evil they 
ſuffer the remembrance GEE: a former 
ne 
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diſtreſs, and the pee of ſome 
future calamity. * 

My mother is very weak, and nor 
yet able to bear much fatigue; we in- 
tend making flow } Journeys to Avignon, 
from whence you ſhall hear from me. 

My father has received a letter from 
Lord Acres, acquainting bim with his 
paffion for me; 1 have informed my 
parents of my previous attachment. It 
diſtreſſes me to be ungrateful to my 
generous deliverer and amiable lover; 
but our affections are not in our power, 
and the felicity of 1700 people are neceſſary 
to make one bappy. Nothing is freer 
than the heart ; it will bear no yoke, it 
knows no maſter but love. My pa- 
repts intreat, and ſolicit me to receive 
Lord Acres as aloyer ; and they adviſe 
me to lay ahde my affections, with the 
fame kind of fans froid that they would 

ſend 
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fend me to change my cap. My father 
has anſwered his Lordſhip's letter, with 
the moſt flattering aſſurances of his 
ſeconding his pretenſions. 

There is nothing more hard and dif- 
ficult for an ingenuous, tender, and 
friendly mind, than to bring itſelf to 
reſolve to give pain to another, elate 
with joy and. filled with tranſporting. ex- 
taſies. 

It ſhrinks back at the thought of dex 
ſtroying, im a moment, ſuch a pleaſing 
firuation ; it is acting in the moſt pains 
ful manner, and every ſentiment of hu- 
manity and good- nature, ſtruggle againſt 
their being employed in 'pecforming 
ſuch an ungrateful taſk ;. but when it is 
to damp the tranſports of 2 dearly eſtcem⸗ 
ed object, a perſon to whom we are united 
by the ſenſe of gratitude, andto precipitate 
from the height of joy to the depth of 

deſpair, 
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deſpair, one to whom I owe the preſer- 
vation of my honour, and all the good 
fortune I have ſince experienced, how 
does the ſoul recoil, while all the 
humanity of my heart feels the 
moſt dreadful and violent agitation ! 
I ſuffen for my prepoſſeſſion, and Mil- 
ton makes even the devil ſay, that no 
creature is in love with pain. 

The intereſting events that have oc- 
curred to me, prevented me from telling 
you the pleaſure I received at Greenwich 
(in my journey to Dover), in ſeeing the 
painting of the cieling, and which 
Mr. Denham had often mentioned to 
me. Sir James Thornhill, an Eng- 
lihman; was the artiſt. I am cer- 
tain all unprejudiced perſons, with or 
without much inſight into the mecha- 
nie parts of painting, are, at the firſt 
view, ſtruck with the moſt agreeable 
harmony, 
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harmony, and play: of colours, that ever 
delighted the eye of a; ſpectator. The 
compolition-is altogether extremely grand; 
the: groups finely diſpoſed, the light and 
ſhade fo contrived as to. throw the eye 
with pleaſure on the principal figures, 
which are drawn with great fire and 
judgment; the colour of the fleſh delts 
cious, the drapery great and well folded, 
and, upon examination, the allegory 1s. 
found clear, well invented, and full of 
learning: in ſhort, it perfectly anſwers 
what Mr. Denham told me of it; alk 
that is neceſſary to conſtitute a complete 
cieling- piece, is apparent in Nas * 
nificent work. lie 
The climate here is 6 the: ale 
healthy, the country beautiful, abound» 
ing with every thing which contribute 
to the plenty and delight of life. For- 
tune, which is able to fill the wideſt de- 
fires | 
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ſires of ambition, is not able to content 
the wounded heart. As foon may a fit 
of the gout be removed by a ſyllogiſm, or 
a violent fever by a demonſtration in Eu- 
elid. 1 ſhould be at leaſt contented, 
were but Mr. Denham ſenfible T were 
worthy of his eſteem, although, in being 
eſpouſed to another, he is entirely loſt 
to me in every other view. The great 
rank and fortune to which 1 ſhall ſuc- 
ceed, fill me with no pleaſing ideas: 
true tenderneſs hath no taſte of pleaſure, 
fatisfaction, or of glory, if thoſe in 
whom-it has an intereſt take no part in 
them; and without ſome particular 
attachment, ſome principal object, 
to which our thoughts, words, and ac- 
tions are ultimately to be referred, our 
hves would paſs in vain purſuits and 
illufive graſps. 

144 I beg 


I beg my reſpects to the Marquis. I 
ſuppoſe by this time you are ne to 
London. 

I aſk pardon for 8 you fo 1 
14 now leave you with the beſt com- 
pany in the world, your o. I am 
ever, | 


My dear Madam ons Of bono 
your affectionate fried, - 
and faithful coufin, 
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From the Marchioneſs of Epson to the 
Counteſs of 8 REY. 


mv DEAR MOTHER, 


E arrived in town, and "Tt all 
our friends in perfect health, and 
as good ſpirits as their recent loſs would 
admit off. 

My brother, Acres, ſet off this morn- 
ing, for Avignon; my beſt wiſhes attend 
him; but. 1 know the amiable Annette 


too well—to be very ſanguine in my ex- 


pectations of her change of ſentiments. 
Receive, incloſed, the narrative of 

her life, which I promiſed; to ſend you. 

find Suſan, has refuſed, ſome very un- 


exceptionable matches: ſhe ſeems to be 
pre-determined againſt every overture 


of 


— 
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of this kind, and diſmiſſes her admirers 
before ſhe can either have time to con- 
ſider their merits or her own ſentiments. 

Lord Felton, who has addreſſed her, 
is really a very agreeable man, of good 
character and eaſy fortune; he has, two 
children, but that would be no manner 
of objection to me, nor was it  formetly 
a 

I am fo perfectly happy myſelf that T 
wiſh to ſee her ſo. I have in my dear 
Marquiſs the confidence of friendſhip, 
and the tenderneſs of love; and while 
heaven ſpares me this friend and lover, 


I ſhall be happy in all vicilfitudes of : 

fortune. 200061 
Shall 1 hazard Aena to "my 
dear mother my apprehenſions of Su- 
ſan's being under ſome impreffion of 
tenderneſs for ſome man who has not 
addreſſed her. It is a ſubject I cannot 
take 
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take notice of, if ſhe does not men- 
tion it to me; and however unfor- 
tunate ſuch a prepoſſeſſion may be, 
yet, I am certain, it muſt do her honour : 
as, from the opinion I entertain of the 
ſtrength of her judgment, and depth of 
underſtanding, I look upon it equally 
impoſſible either to alter her love, 
or adviſe her reaſon. When we ſpoke 
upon this ſubject, the ſaid, Lord Felton 
profeſſed ſuch a violent paſſion for her, 
that it muſt make him miſerable if it 
were not returned, and which was en- 
tirely out of her power; and, that were 
her own inclications to be indulged, ſhe 
would prefer a ſingle life; but that, 
were it her parents' defire, ſhe ſhould 
change her condition, Sir Henry Lo- 
tone would be more acceptable to her 
than any other man who had addrefled 
her, from his ſentiments correſponding 

| more 
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more with her o on. Fanny i is the fame 
Us e creature as ever; the 
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Variety! ſhall be her © cure. Lord Burney, 
"whom, you have | already beard, fays 
every thing flattery can ſuggeſt to her— 
extols ber, for ber talents, her graces, 
her beauty's and has attempted 1 to make 
her Berceive, in every thing. the ſays, 
aefinement ſhe never meant to, give it, 
and a delicacy of which the, never, fo 
much as thought. She perfectly u ader- 
Rands: this manner of attack, ,and aſſured 
me, the man is a greater 1901 than he 
took her 70 be. He values himſelf, lays 
we, en every, thing, and} thoſe 2 
d are generally | good for nothing. An- 
.her thing, ſaid ſue, againſt, him, is, 
| he. keeps low company; and I have 
Yor, III. E. often 
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often heard my father ſay, that he who 
deſires always to be the beſt man in the 
party with whom he aſſociates, will 
ſoon become the corſt of any he comes 
into. People are even too careleſs when 
they converſe with their equals; they 
grow dull for want of exercifing their. 
parts.— The commerce of polite people 
demands more reſerve, caution, and re- 
 ipet. Mutual deferences contribute 
much to a reciprocal eſteem. He is 
rich ! and, after ſaying this, nothing 
more is 10 be ſaid; and I would not ally 
myſelf to a ſordid mind, though accom- 
panied by the form of an Adonis, and 
the wealth of a Crœſus. Well, ſaid I, 
I perceive he is no favourite; what then 
do you ſay to Sir Hugh Benſon ? Why, 
ſaid ſhe, I think he is a fool of the firſt 
magnitude—he prefers civility to principle, 
in order to be all things to all men; and 

| is, 
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is, therefore, nothing himſelf : he is in- 
diſcriminately at home, and conſequently 
never at home; and he feels himſelf a 
ſtranger, or a viſitor, amidſt his cloſeſt 
connections. Like Nebuchadnezzar, 
he ſets up his image to be worſhipped 
by all. I have abſolutely told him I. 
never would liſten to him—yet the fool 
continues ro peſter me. Weak men 
never yield at the proper time. Mr. 
Otway, ſaid I, what objection have 
you to him? She anſwered, he was 
low born, and had no elegance of mind ; 
and his father's ill-gotten wealth could 
not make him appear, to her eyes, in 
the character of a gentleman, or one 
whom ſhe could ſwear, at the altar, to 
love, honour, and obey. 1 ſaid, his father 
1s very generous and noble-ſpirited—Yes, 
anſwered ſhe, he is ſo liberal, that he 
not only gives away his own goods but 

1 that 
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that of others too. I then aſked her if 
ſhe approved of Sir John Bolton? She 
reddened a little, ſaying, you remember, 
Juliana, a Scotch girl who lived with 
us, who had the beautiful paſtoral of 
the Gentle Shepherd by heart. When 
one of the fair ones is aſked the queſtion, 
you aſked me ſhe anſwers. 


If he's my Joe, he kens himſel, 
For ſic a tale, I never heard him tell. 


I aſked her why ſhe was ſerious ge- 
nerally with him, while ſhe did nothing 
but laugh with every body elſe.—She 
ſaid, it may be eaſy to obſerve what a 
different turn the learned counſel takes 
in addreſſing himſelf to the judge or jury : 
he is well aware, that what paſſes 
with the one, for argument of proof, 
would be derided by the other as mere 
declamation. 


As 
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As for this child, my dear mother, 
with her uncommon vivacity, cleverneſs, 
and beauty, the cannot fail of attracting 
many, out of which I pray heaven 
ſhe may ſelect an amiable man. But it 
would give me inexpreſhble happineſs 
if our dear Suſan were happy ; and I am 
convinced ſhe is otherwiſe. 

I have uſed all my- influence with the 
Duke to ſee Lady Charlotte: decorum 
does not always permit us to do for our- 
ſelves what we are allowed to do for 
others; we praiſe them without reſerve, 
and it is even a piece of merit": 
we beg and ſolicit, we are importunate 
but we ſhould with an ill grace do as 
much for ourſelves. I am ſorry, how- 
ever, to fay, I have not been fuceeſsfal, 
notwithſtanding my ſituation, and my 
huſband's availing himſelf of that cir- 
cumſtance, by infinuating it would hurt 
E 3 me. 
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me. Virgil ſays, the follies love ocea- 
ſion, ought to be pardoned ; but he 
adds, if the gods of hell knew how to 
pardon. I doubt that the Duke 
will remain inexorable. Such breaches 
in affection are extremely unfortu- 
nate, as they are never to be 
wholly repaired. Common connec- 
tions, like air or water, blend toge- 
ther, after ſeparation, as uniformly as 
before ; but ties of nature, or of friend- 
ſhip, like fleſh and blood, can never 
unite without leaving a cicatrice be- 
hind. I find Lady Charlotte's huſ- 
band's greateſt crime is poverty; and it 
is alſo to be apprehended, he married 
her more from a view of intereſt than 
affection. It is a common ſaying, happy 
is he who is independent! But where 
ſhall we find him? Such is the condition 
of humanity, we are all dependent on 
one 
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one another.-The fool of Philip the 
Second, King of Spain, ſaid to him one 
day —-What would you. do, Philip, if 
all your ſubjects agreed to-fay no every 
time you fay es? A reſlection full of 
wiſdom. Who, in this. world, lives 
{ only for himſelt ? Even Czſar, after he 
had reduced the univerſe, did not he live 
for others? With all his art he could 
not ſatisfy the deſires, or over-rule the 
power of thoſe who conſpired againſt 
him. The great depend. on the little, 
the little on the great; the avaricious on 
their money, the proud on. their fally, 
the luxurious on vice—and the happineſs 
of the world on imagination; naviga- 
tion on favourable winds, and war. on 
fortune; true peace on: a good con- 
ſcience,. proceeding from leading, a life 
without. reproach. The elements them- 
ſelves are not independent, and cannot 
—_ E 4 ſubſiſt 
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ſubſiſt without the mutual helps they 
lend each other. The beaſts depend 
upon the earth, from which they derive 
their fubſiſtence, and the earth on good 
ſeaſons; rain depends upon the clouds, 
and the clouds on the vapours of the 
earth, and all together the divine direc- 
tion. God alone is independent; it was 
him who created every thing, with a 
mutual dependence on each other, that we 
might know our own imperfections, and 
that nothing is perfect except the firſt 
great caufe of all, alone worthy of our 
adoration. 

I was led into thefe refſections from 
the Duke being ſo inflexible, on account 
of her having thrown herſelf into ſuch 
a dependent fituation. It is eaſy for him 
to take her out of it. I have feen her 
privately ; her mother's death has deeply 
affected her, and ſhe ſeems to have laid 
aſide 
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aſide entirely her affectation. She ac- 
quainted me, her huſband's circum- 
ſtances would not have been deſpicable 
but for ſome ſchemes he entered into, 
which carried a moſt promiſing aſpect, 
and which would nor have failed him, 
to the degree they have done, but for 
the want of generofity in a man who 
called himſelf his friend, a Mr. Daſh- 
wood, This man ſerved and aſſiſted 
him with the loan of money, which he 
afterwards promulgated, to the great 
hurt of his credit. | 
My huſband, ſaid Lady Charlotte, 
told him, that he was highly ſenſible of 
the obligations under which he had laid 
him, and had all the gratitude he could 
deſire: why then, ſaid he, muſt you: 
every where divulge the kindneſſes you 
have done me? Your vanity makes known 
the ill poſture and diforder of my affairs, 
and 
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and you do me, by your indiſcretion, 
a greater injury than all your good 
offices can make amends for. I. aſked 
Lady Charlotte, it things were on a very 
deſperate footing with her. huſband; 
ſhe acknowledged they were,. and that 
the is a great enemy to-ſchemes, as, con- 
ſonant to reaſon, there can be no great 
gain without equal hazard, and that ſhe 
thought the Italian proverb was a good 
one, Chi va pjanno va ſannoz but that there 
was a comfort in extremes, that they 
never work by halves, but will always: 
decide- the matter one way or another ; 
the end of doubt being the beginning of re- 
poſe. I ſhould have ſuppoſed this Mr. 
Daſhwood the ſame mentioned by An- 
nette in her narrative—only that he is 
the particular friend of Sir Henry Lo- 
tone — ! therefore cannot judge unta- 
vourably of him.— There may be cir- 
cumſtances 
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cumſtances in Mr. Sturt's conduct, of 
which his wife may be ignorant, though 
hardly any thing can juſtify a man pro- 
' claiming his own acts of beneficence. 
He who ſerves his friend cancels the 
obligation by putting him in mind of it; 
if he expects a return, he is kind to 
himſelf and not his friend, and then it 1s 
traffick and not beneficence. 
You may remember, Prior ſays: 


To John I owed great obligation, 
But honefl John thought fit 

To publiſh it to all the nation; 

So John and J are quit. 


Lady Charlotte told me, that ſhe 
was not injured by Mr. Rice, our 
friend, but lighted, which is worſe, 
becauſe a flight always ; proceeds from 


contempt, whereas an injury proceeds 
from fear, 


Fare- 
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Farewel, my deareſt mother, I don't 
fail conforming to your directions. 
The Marquis is very tender of me, and 
the daily ſufferings I have, in conſe- 
quence of my fituation, are leſſened by 
his tenderneſs, and the pleaſure it gives 
me of expecting to have a freſh tye 
added to that, which already binds me 
to the beſt and moſt amiable of man- 
kind. | 

I beg my dutiful reſpects to my dear 
father, in which my Lord joins, and I 
am ever, 

, Dear Mama, 


your obliged and 
affectionate daughter, 


Joriana Epson. 


L E T- 
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From the Counteſs of Danvers, to 
Lady SusaN DANVERS, 


MY DEAR SUSAN, 

HAVE the pleaſure to tell you that 

your father is much better. We 
were very happy to hear of the ſeveral 
very advantageous propoſals that you 
have received, and not a little mortified 
to find you rejected all of them. 

You know, my dear, I have never 
wiſhed to force your inclinationÞ and 
have placed implicit dependence on 
your admirable good ſenſe, which, I flat- 
ter myſelf will ever preſerve you from 
making an improper choice. I cannot, 
however, help remarking the merit of 
the parties who have diſtinguiſhed you. 

We 
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We ought to fill the place deſigned us 
by nature; and though I cannot be cer- 
tain, that the neglect of this duty will 
be pgſitively punithed, yet I think it ca- 
pable of almoſt mathematical demon- 
ſtration that it will zegatively be ſo, by 
making us leſs happy; fer if the per- 
forming the duties of this life is produc- 


tive of future happineſs (and that it ne- 


ceſſarily is ſo, is undeniably proved by 
Mr. Wollaſton, in his Religion of Nature 
delineated), the increafing the number of 
theſe duties, by the addition of the 
conjugal and parental ones, muſt be an 
infalllsle means of increaſing that happi- 
neſs. Your ſiſter, Epſom, writes me, 
you have rejected Lord Felton, princi- 
pally on account of his having two chil- 
dren—a charge you think too great for 
you to undertake, When I had firſt the 
good fortune to become acquainted 

with 
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with your father, he was abſorbed in a 
deep melancholy, occaſioned by the 
death of an amiable woman he had fin- 
cerely loved, who had left him two pre- 
cious infants, the fruit of her affection 
for him. My dear girl, I pitied your 
father, that pity ſoon ripened into love, 
a congeniality of ſouls united us, I 
endeavoured every day to render myſelf. 
more and more intereſting to him, by 
emulating the virtues he had loſt in Mrs. 
——, I took her dear infants to my 
boſom, and nurtured them with that at- 
tention I ſhould have done my own 
offspring. They ſoon, very ſoon, looked 
upon me as their mother, and their en- 
gaging careſſes rendered them ſo very dear 
to me, that they were continually with me. 
The little boy was ſeized with a malig- 
nant kind of ſmall-pox—ignorant that I 
had not had that fatal diſtemper, my 
| Lord 
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Lord indulged me in attending and 
nurſing his little darling, who was ſo 
fond of me, as to repine when I abſcnt- 
ed myſelf from him. 
The conſequences to me were fatal; 

I was attacked by this loathſome diſtem- 
per, and very narrowly eſcaped from it 
with my life, but not without the total loſs 
of my beauty.. But as, by that time, I had 


inſured the affections of my beloved huf- 


band, 1 'parted with it chearfully, as 
with a toy for which 1 had no further uſe. 

Where children's minds are either 
neglected or perverted, there might 
well be expected an inſenſibility of good 
offices, or an ill requital of them; but 
when they”; are properly cultivated, they 
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may as reaſonably | be ſuppoſed to haye 
a lig kt ſenſe of obligation, and to make 


bolt Teturns of alfetion, Theſe 1 
have expetfenced amply from theſe be- 


loved 


5 ” 
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loved objects of my care, and I flattered 
myſelf I had qualifications requiſite for 
the diſcharge of that duty, 

Sweetneſs of temper, a goodneſs of diſ- 
pofition—and a mind ſuperior to trifles. 
Have you not the ſame, my dear girl ? 
And you may depend upon it, that 
children, properly educated, would 
regard you, not with an eye of terror 
and jealouſy, but as their beſt, moſt 
endearing friend, and indulgent bene- 
factreſs. Your brother, the Colonel, 
and Lady Hamilton, were not the chil- 
dren of ſtrangers or of indifferent per- 
ſons, but the children of one whom I 
loved—whoſe cares conſequently I was 
intereſted 1n, as well as diſpoſed to 
leflen—and to whoſe happineſs it was 
no leſs my delight than my duty to con- 
tribute: and what an incitement was 
this to the kind and friendly office ? 

Vol. III. F What 
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What a ſource of ſatisfactory reflection toa 
generous mind! What a bond of obliga- 
tion to a grateful one ! What a fund of 
mutual complacency to bath ! A woman, 
indeed, of a diſſipated turn, is a very 
improper perſon to form the minds and 
improve the underſtandings of children, 
by a proper attention to them; ſhe bas 
no time to think of performing what the 
duties and obligations of nature demand 
from her; ſhe has not leiſure to fix an 

attentive eye upon their wandering 
ſteps, - and to inſti] into their minds 
thoſe leſſons of virtue and honour, which 
ſhe ought to give a double force to by 
her own conduct. 


But, as J flatter myſelf you are of a 
very different character, in whatever 
light the ſubject is viewed, to a right 
mind, it has conſiderations ſufficient to 
counterbalance its inconveniencies 

and 


and its diſcouragements are unſurmount- 

able only to thoſe to whom they ought 
always to be ſo to /e trifling==the ſelfiſh, 
and the moroſe. — 

But if Sir Henry Lotone is more 
agreeable to you, he has no children, 
and is himſelf unexceptionable. I con- 
jure you, my dear child, to reflect 
ſeriouſly what you are about and be 
{ure a man is worthy of your gſeem, be- 
fore you make him maſter of your 
affetions ! For oh! what pen can deli- 
neate, what words expreſs the anguiſh 
of the throbbing heart, conſcious, per- 
haps, of no greater crime than a ten- 
derneſs that makes it too ſenſible of 
wrongs | whoſe owner remembers a time 
when every accent of her tongue was 
hearkened to with delight! each motion 
of her eyes watched with aſſiduous care! 
and the leaſt heaving of her then undiſ- 

F 2 turbed 
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turbed boſom, inſpired either hope or 
fear! When ſhe finds the ſame perſon, 
him to whom ſhe only can, him to whom 
ſhe only would complain, deaf to her 
ſighs, regardleſs of the ſilent language 
of her eyes, and viewing all; her. actions 
with ſo cold an indifference, as neither 
to be pleaſed when ſhe is chearful, nor 
concerned when ſhe is ſinking under 
pain or ſorrow! Imagine, if poſſible, 
the ſituation of a virtuous and feeling 
ſoul, lively and delicate to exceſs, re- 
ceiving every day new outrages from 
the only object of its affections; ſtill 
living for him alone when he lives no 
longer for her, when he is not aſhamed 
to live for objects devoted to contempt; 
with ſome men, what they poſſeſs is no- 
thing comparable to what they dz/ire. 
My maternal cares lead me 7o fear, what 
| truſt your excellent good ſenſe will pre- 
vent; 
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vent; but I muſt intreat you to peruſe 
the four firſt letters of the third volume 
of the Ducheſs de Crui, which are writ- 
ten on this ſubject, and correſpond very 
much with my ſentiments, and alfo 
with Mr. Addiſon's, when he ſays, the 
married ſtate, z0ith or cwithout the affections 
ſuitable to it, is the completeſt image of 
heaven and hell we are capable of re- 
cerving in this life. I pray heaven my 
amiable and deſerving girl may be as: 
happy in that ſtate, as has been her 


affectionate and fond mother, 


WInELIMI NA DANVERS: 
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From Mademoiſelle LE T ELLIER, to 
the Marchioneſs of Epsox. 


F Avignon. 

MY DEAR MADAM, 
P ON our arrival at this place, we 
put up at the hotel, when my father 
wrote a letter to my uncle, defiring him 
to leave my mother's houſe immediately. 
The meſſenger returned, informing us, 
that Mr, le Tellier had taken every pre- 
vious ſtep. for that purpoſe, but was ſo 
much indiſpoſed he could not be moved, 
and earneſtly petitioned to ſce the Mar- 
chioneſs, to be convinced ſhe were alive, 
that he might die in peace. My dear fa- 
ther's face became immediately regi- 
mental: he declared, with ſome heat, 
he 
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he would not permit her to go, and in- 


ſiſted Mr. le Tellier was incapable of 
feeling any compunction for his errors. 


It is more common for men, ſaid he, 


to have a ſpeculative repentance for a 


fault, that has proved unſucceſsful, than 
a practical ſorrow, whereby they may 
get rid of the impreſſions, which the 


motive that leads them into it! nev er fails | 


to make. 


My mother ſubmitted the following - 


conſiderations to my father. 


As a man of the world, ſaid ſhe, had | 
you contracted any game debts, or had 


you any natural children yu would 


conſider them equally as debts of ho- 
nour, and diſcharge the #/ and provide 
for the lat, becauſe the laws of your - 
country could not oblige you to do 
either. Charity i is a dhe; the fulblling | 
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of which is abſolutely neceffary to the 
being and ſupport of ſociety ; and forgive- 
neſs is a duty equally ſacred and obligatory, 
and tends to the great improvement and 
proſperity of ſociety. But as the viola- 
tion of them is not equally prejudicial to 
the public good, the fulfilling them is 
not Hable to the cognizance of law, but 
left to the eandour and humanity of in- 
dividuals. By this means a full ſcope is 
given to exerciſe all the generofity, and 
diſplay the genuine merit and luſtre of 

e e 

TPhhus the neceffitics and misfortunes of 
others call out for our charitable aſſiſtance 
And ſeafonable fupplies; and the good 
man; unconſtrained by law, and uncon- 
trouled by human authority, will chear- 

fully AcknGw edge, and generouſly ſa- 
tisfy their mournful and moving claim ; 
a claim ſupported by the ſanction of 
heaven, 


LETTER XK. 2» 


heaven, and of whoſe bounties he is ho- 
noured to be the grateful truſtee. It is 
true, added my mother, my own perfect 
rights were invaded, by the injuſtice of 
my uncle, but ſhould I on that account 
reject his imperſcdt right to pity and for- 
giveneſs. There is no enemy whatever 
that I cannot love, if L find in him re- 
pentance and ſhame; this ſoftneſs of 
nature may be dangerous, but it. will 
never make me bluſh, There ſhould 
be a generoſity in our enmities as well as 
in our friendſhips —an act of vileneſs can- 
not be juſtified by hate, when even love itſelf 
can never excuſe it. The practice of for- 
giveneſs is generally its own reward; by 
baniſhing from the mind thoſe rancorous 
paſhons,. which are begot and foſtered 
by reſentment, and by diſarming and 
ſubduing every enemy one hath. Pity 
is ſo natural a ſentiment, that it pre- 
cedes 
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cedes reflect ion, and even brute animals 
have evident marks- of it. My father 
acknowledged my mother's arguments 
to be juſt; but added, the conſideration 
of the miſeries they had endured, through 
Mr. le Tellier, had rendered him cal- 
lous; but he now ſubmitted to her en- 
treaties; adding, that every generous 
and exalted diſpoſition of the human 
mind, is requiſite to the practice of for- 
giveneſs: brutes have ſtrength and cou- 
rage, man only has generoſity, and 
taſtes the pleaſure of beneficence. My 
father permitted me to accompany my 
mother to ſee my uncle. - We were 
ſhewn into an apartment in which the 
light was greatly obſcured -e found 
Mr. le Tellier ſitting in an arm - chair, 
red- faced, bloated, and his limbs ſup- 
ported by a ſtool with cuſhions. 
When 
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When our names were announced, 
we perceived penitential tears running 
down the furrows of his aged eounten- 


ance; I am ſure he was fincere—the 


ſoul renders the countenance the index 
of the mind, ſo that we read thereon 


the thoughts which the tongue refuſes to 
reveal, His agitations were ſo ſtrong, that 
he almoſt fainted, falling back inhis chair, 
gaſping for breath, and after ſeveral ſtrug- 
gles and attempts to ſpeak, aſked for wa- 
ter! I had before called his people, who 
eame to his aſfiftance, and we retired. 
We were afterwards informed he had ſpit 


up an ulcer, which the medical people 


think will preſerve bis hfe ſome years 
longer: Lucan, ſays fortune, preſerves 
the guilty; which J pray heaven may be 
the caſe in this inſtance, and that he 
may have time to reconcile himſelf to 
the Father of mercies. 


He 
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Hie renewed his ſolicitations, a few 
days afterwards, that we would favour 
him once more with our preſence, We 
went; he made an effort to throw him: 
ſelf at the feet of my mother, but ſhe 
prevented him, and with the greateſt 
complaceney and ſweetneſs, expreſſed 
her regret at his indiſpoſition, and fears 
for renewing his uneafineſs! He could 
only utter, Angelic goodneſs? Had my 
own offspring been like thee—1 ſhould 
not now be abandoned, weighed down 
with age, oppreſſed by crimes, and em- 
barraſſed by debt, while my ill got poſ-- 
ſeſſions became corroſives, that, like 
the vulture of Prometheus, preyed 
upon my heart. The enormity of 
my crimes now chills my ſoul with hor- 
ror all accumulated on my aged head, 
incited by che Counteſs de Ris, and for 
her n (he having aban- 
h doned 
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doned his younger daughter to her di- 
rection, whom ſhe had obliged, he be- 
lieved, by that time to take the veil.) 
My mother ; eagerly enquired, where ſhe 
was? He told her, at a convent in 
Montpellier. She then aſſured him, 
ſhe would. ſend immediately, and relieve 
Mademoiſelle le Tellier from her con- 
finement, and that if ſhe had not already 
taken the veil it ſhould alone be by her 
own choice it ſhould take place. My 
uncle mentioned his crimes repeatedly, 
but my mother :ſtopped him, intreating 
he would not farther ſpeak on à (ſubject 
which ſhe; ſhould never think; of a bür 
to lament its conſequences, on himſel f. 
that, to her, it had been molt; beneſi- 
cial: which, ſhe, could, never regrets: 
but look upon, as an, eminent favqur 
from beaven! She then aſked him 
where he intended to reſide? He an- 

E 
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ſwered, that he muſt rely on her charity 
for ſubſiſtence, 'the Count de Ris, and 
his daughter, having forſook him on 
the day of the decifion of the law-ſuit, 
imprecating curſes. againſt him; that 
he wiſhed to retire to a cloiſter, and 
there end his wretched days, dedicating 
"them to God, in atonement for the 
atrocioufneſs of his fins. My mother 
told him, he might depend that every 
rthing ſhould be done for his com- 
fort and convenience, and was far from 
wiſhing to deter him from his pious 
purpoſe; but that her tenderneſs for him 
led her to infinuate, that, to one who 
has no reſources of contentment in his 
«own boſom, ſolitude cannot be a friend; 
and that Lot was chaſte even in the city 
.of Sodom, yet defiled in his cave. 
— IO | He 


—— 
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He retired next day to La Trappe; 


it was it vain we urged him to enter 
à leſs auſtere: order, he was deaf to our 


entreaties. We are now in our own 


houſe. 


| have bad a letter from the Counteſs 


de Ris, intreating my mother's protec- 
tion, and complaining that her life is in 


danger from the Count, who beats her 


moſt unmercifully.— I have read ſome- 


where of a Prince who took an: officer's 


commiſſion from him, queſtioning his 
courage, upon an information he (had 
beat his wife, The paw of the lion, or 


the bear, which deals ſlaughter to. every 


one elſe —is a nurſing arm to the female. , 
but ſuch rough diſcipline as the Count's, 
is chiefly confined to the, under-bred 


part of mankind, who are moſtly diſtin- 
guiſhed for ſuch domeſtic heroiſm. 


Engliſh huſbands (1 am informed) are, 


indeed, 
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lend. .c0 1 apt to Fi bro — 
the Perſons of their wives ceaſe to Pleaſe; ; 
while the Erench always increaſe in po. 
liteneſs when they ceaſe to love. But 
the beau monde, 3 in general, of every 
nation, content . themſelves. with ſilent 
hatred, and indifference, Lord Acres 
as arrived.— He is a very importu- 
nate lover, although he knows perfectly 
the ſituation of my heart; this aſtoniſhes 
as much as it perplexes e. ä 
Madame de Chevreuſe is with us. 
She has a langviſhing air, that touches 
the heart more than the vivacity of wo- 


men more young and beautiful. She 
has A certain indolence of mind which 
has i irs charms—becauſe is ſometimes 


awaked out of it by ſtarts, of fancy ſur- 
prifingly fine. She bas natural, wit, and, 
what is &ill more, has been at the N 
ofrefining 1 it and giving it a turn. 


"Her 


LS*t rer x 


Her "huſband, whom ſhe tenderly 
love s, isendowed with vivacity, magni- 


ficence, Hiberality, juſtice, valour, and 
greatneſs; and yet he can never be 
a gteat man, becauſe he carries his 
views beyond his capacity; all bis 
fchernes are in à vaſt and coloſſal ſcale. 
Capacity, without any views, ſignifies 
nothing; great views, without Capacity - 
fignify but little, and keep men in a ſtate 
of mediocrity. He has the beſt heart in 


the world, and is too often the dupe of 


others; always judging of actions by 
men, and not of men by their action. — 


God ſenſe is a ſurer guide than fine 


parts, or even genius, to conduct men 
fin 1. 3 C3 
prodently, They | who have too much 
3 D 


vivacity have too many ideas, aud are 
toutinually changing their teſotuiicns'; : 
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gught to, find their, defects i in, their ſuf- 
fering. 7 
Cæſars project. to make himſelf chief 
of his, own country, was good, wiſe, 
1 neceflary, though blamed by over - 
zealous republicans. e 
„The. unbounded greatneſz of the repub- 
"the . extreme ambition of its citi- 
Zens, the corruption of the ſenate and 
People, the horrors of the civil wars, 
all mi t convince a thinking man, that 
Rome co "could do no longer without a 
maſter : : erte from his youth, took 
mesures *t become that maſter, 
His art 487 gain the people, to make 
klinſelf a party, bis conduct in Ca- 
2 ae in Gaul, and with 
ST thew an admirably well coꝶ 
aui e dually Well executed plan. 
— of Ponipey Could Höt ſucceed; it 
was above the gents of ite author; 


eluß 0 his 


LETTER XXX. 23 
his fluctuating behaviour ſhewed that he 
had only an objeck and no plan. 
"You may eafier conceive, than I ex- 
pech to you, my father's feelings for for 
my mother. Madame de Chevreuſe told 


her, her paſt ſufferings were ſufficiently 
atoned for by my father's contrition and 


attention. — The Marchioneſs ſmiled, 


FAAaAcqCT 


very _ elleemed by boch Trojans 
and Grecians, not ſo much for che Mat- 
ter of workmanſhip, as becauſe it was 
ſnatched out of the flames of. "Troy. 
My father and mother £lpoule, Lord 
Acres's | <auſe : Ly it is painful Ki F, Ie 
o reſiſt, their importunitzez z but my 
heart, 19, deze . on s. 5 74 
peatedly, told, him 0, though 1, 
1 Aſepfible of ian ert 1 — 
Fs Yi"; Rs 10 hg. 


Ti quis 
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quis, and "Rwy cared ſiſters, adi 

am, "of 

2 My det MA, 

| Four affectionate couſin, 
and faithful friend, 


ttl 5186 


ANNETTE LE, TELLIER, 


" » [] | 


10 bag Sosa Dans to the 


Counteſs of Danvens. 
R i 


ben DEAR MOTHER; | b 20} 
Tis v true, your hs: way 1 
Fl been week enough to have her heart 
ſoftened in fav bur of àa man who never 
[268k 22 A5 to yaften! it. Ho 
you came to ſuggeſt ſuch a matter, 
aſtoniſhes 


LET TER XXXE 8s; 


aſtoniſnes me; I have, made no one 
whatever a confident of my ſenſations, 
nor did I know, until very lately, myſelf 
the reality of them, I, by very impru- 
dent means, procured his picture; it is the 
only thing that can give me joy, becauſe 
it will increaſe my grief: it is a weak- 
neſs, but I am incapable of deceiving, 
in any one inſtance, ſo good, ſo affec- 
tionate a mother. I have been"infinirety 
flattered by the addrefles of Lord John, 
Lord Felton, Sir Henry Lotone, &c. 
&c. But, my dear mother, my heart 
is not touched by their merits; Iwifh to 
remain ſingle. The partiality 1 expe- 
rience for a very amiable man; as allied 
to virtue. I find it gives a chaſte reſer 
to my thoughts, my behaviour, and 
ſontiments. Vou recollect, my deareſt 
_— the character pad wt us of 

| ſt 17G 5 L 982 ſuch 


* 
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ſuch a paſſion as 1 feel, in the charac- 
ter of Olinda; Brama aſſui; poco ſperu, nulla 
abiede. Such a paſſion as this has no ve» 
eaſion for foreign aid, and is alone its 
own reward; A heart: truly tender is 
fired with a noble ambition; that of raiſ- 
ing its ſentiments, and thoſe ee 
ject beloved, to the higheſt degree of 
delicacy, and to make them increaſe 
daily 1 in tenderneſs, in min and ful- 
neſs. 

My deareſt "I were 1 to mdulge 
myſelf in this matter all 1 have heard 
of, all T have ſeen, approaches not in any 
degree to thé ſtrength of my attach- 
ment; 1 could never be eaſy when the 
beloved object were out of my ſight, 
and tould pine away to the endangering 
ef my life, upon an fene of 
nn ei elne on . 


— 22 — 
10 210014 71472 


ww When 


LETTER XXI. x 
When I could get an opportunity of 
doing it, J would mdulge mylelt; hour 
after hour, in the pleaſure of fitting 
near hin; whom Tconſider as the firſt of 
human beings; though ſtill without 
forming fo much as a ſingle thought ef 
kaving any thing of a more intimate in- 
tercoutſe with him. The very great 
diſparity there is in this amiable man's 
age and my oun, might make me, 
with leſs confuſion, acknowledge to you 
his name with my paſſion. but ſpare me 
on this tender ſubject, and believe me, 1 
am ready to conform myſelf to your 
deſires.— To convince any man againſt 
his will is hard; but to pleaſe him 
againſt, his will, is juſtly ꝓronounced dy 
Dryden to be above human abilities. I 
bluſh at my weakneſs |, To the reflecting 
mind, no witneſs is requiſite to exeite 
the emotions of ſhame. I am convinced, 
134 G 4 the 
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the man I love regatds not me 1 he is 
himſelf an object of univerſal admiration, 
as well as of eſteem and reſpect. 
271 1 love can turn to hatred, why may 
not indifference turn to love? But where 
do my fond hopes lead me! 
If you abſolutely defire me to alter my 
condition, (which I would wiſh to avoid) 
the man I prefer is Sir Henry Lotone; 
he hitnfelf is under the influence of an- 
other paſſion: to him I will unfold the 
inmoſt receſſes of my heart; a heart as 
much his as reſpect and friendly ſympa- 
thy can make it: farther I am incapable 


of feeling for any man—but one whom 
I muſt, in that caſe think no more of. 


 Farewel, my deareſt mother, pray for 
and direct me. My heart is too much 
oppreſſed at preſent to tell you concern- 
ing Fanny.— There is a Mr. Daſhwood, 
an intimate friend of Sir Henry's, who 1s 
much 


L'ET TER KXXh, 9 
much in love with her—ſhe ſays: In likes 
not his face; tn as Hottnig 

My duty to papa: conceal my weak- 
neſs from him; I ſhould die with ſhame 
were he to know it. 0973S MODE jon 


1 remain, 


Your darifu;z:) } 19 une F 


= * U 2 


and obliged bah, 
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MY DBARLORD; 1 


| 1 HAVE, the pleaſure to eden you; 


that our families will ſtill be more 
united. Acres has happily conquered 
my girbs reluctance; ſhe bas acquainted 
him with the ſituation of her heart, and 
of her paſſion for her former lover; not- 
wirhſtanding of this, he relies fo much 
upon her honour; and his own affection, 
that he's impatient! to call her his. 
She will have, at her mother's death, 
vingt mille orens dt rent. but that, your 
bord ſhip knows, is the leaſt of her merit. 
nm letting aut for England next 


month, 


5 


month, and the ceremony. may be per- 
formed-at your * wt” I 
My daughter's. faithful maid” Attends | 
us to England whom L ſhall introduce 
to your Lordſhip under the name © 
Madame Dupree : it is-a faying of one of 
the ancients, We ſhould confider ſer- 
vants as unhappy friends.“ An honeſt 
faithful ſervant is a character of more 
value than an inſolent and corrupt Lord. 
The real diſtinction between man and 
man lies in his integrity, which in one 
ſhape or another generally meets with 
its reward in this world, and cannot fail 
of giving the higheſt pleaſure," bya c 
ſciouſneſs of virtue, which everytman feels, 
who is ſo happy as to poſſeſs it. The firſt 
day this worthy woman and her uncle, 
the abbot, joined us, I found three covers 
Placed at table; you know a clergyman 
is ever on the * of a gentleman's 
I turned 
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Fturned about to my child, and aſked 
her, who had fupported, protected, fed, 
and cloathed her, when thruſt out of 
her mother's manſion—ſhe replied, the 
was indebted to lier faithful Dupree, 
whoſe principles and ſentiments roſe in- 
finitely above her fituation in life ; and, 
throuzh' her means, to the good abbot, 
for the preſervation of even het very 
Hife! I then rung the bell, and defired 
them to place another cover at · the table, 
and to tell Dupree to come into the 
dining room, and walking forward, 
made her a bow with that reſpect I 
ſhould have payed homage toa Ducheſs, 
acqualiiting her, that my table, my 
houſe, my fortune, were equally at her 
af fab as if (ſhe were my fiſter—that 
te Mute ever be acceptable to remain 
With me and daughter, while the choſe, 
bite” Hows! be” imincdiately rendeted 


totally 


EiEyT/ T ER XXXII. 92 
totally independent and at liberty, to 
reſide Wherever was moſt | agreeable to 
herſelf, +I, need, not trouble your Lord- 
ſhip with an account of the effuſions, of 
gratitude that, proceeded from this wor- 
_ thy and reſpectable woman. The ori- 
gipal deſign and intention of conferring 
honours, was undoubtedly. to reward 
conſummate merit. Had ſome of our 
Kings acted as 1 have done, they, would 
not have inverted the whole order of 
things, miſtook garters for halters, and 
frequently dignified thoſe it a far, 
who deſerved to be branded by 4 hot iron. 

The Chriſtian ſtates of Europe pay a 
reſpect to pedigree ; Q but may not this 
haye ariſen originally from the Jews, 
who were the firſt people, an record that 
ever attended, to it? 2 hey. had. a double 
reaſon for it, both! in their Law, and i in 
their goſpel.:. and may not the, ſuperſti- 


tion 


— » 2 = 
— — —— CC 
— — — _— l = 
— _— * * 
— — — 
— — — — 


— 
22 = = © 
i yd — Sw 
— ä 
— — — — — 


— - 
8 — — — - 
* * — Vans wo. ao -v!!! - 
— — — — EA i 
- ” — — — — — — 


LETTER XXXI. 
tion of it, as it is natural to do, have 
deſcended to the nations derived from 
them, notwithſtanding the reaſon of it 
has ſo long ceaſed ? Do either the Turks, 
or any of the other Afiatio (ſtares, pay 
any regard to genealogy! except” in the 
ines of their Kings, which is merely a 
policyof ſucceſſion? Petfonsfelf-ennobled 
ty their own virtue, naturally inſpire 
us with an eſteem and awe for theit 
characters. but ſhall we ſuffer this duty 
to become lu debt, by admitting a right 
in their heirg to exact a tribute which 
their merits have not inſuredld?? 
: 2Jarvenal;//1n his eighrh ſatire, diſplays 
the excellencies of perfors meanly bord, 
{ugh as Cicero, Marius, Servits: Til: 
lius, and the Decii. If 
The, Marghionels's health, FEY 
daily My feeble: pen is not able to ac- 
quit” vou with” her conckäct, or to 
afford 


' 
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affard you any idea of her excellencies, 
which, perhaps, would have lain eonceal- 
ed, had not fortune, admitting ſueh uncom- 
mon virtues, thought proper, by uch un- 
_ common misfortunes, to bring them to 
light; thereby toeyidence; that in the ten- 
der breaſt of a woman, attended with fin- 
-gular beauty, there can dwelb wiſdom 
and courage, and all ſuch other virtues 
as are ſeldom to be found in mem of the 
greateſt ſtrictneſs and ſtverity. We 
intend to paſs our time chieflycin Eng- 
land, —I beg you will enquire if that 
eſtate in your neighbourhoodꝭ is ſtilh i un- 
diſpoſed off, adjoiniug to Spencer Grove; 
there I hope to paſs the manypef my 
future days; and, in the w- nd; of Aga“ 


memnon, 12 CU 273: bas 111 


Knew a palin! tin more dec el ming q 
Than ſever d youth er felt; and tba 


nx longexpexience mellow'd into Eirndhip. 
10H | A man 
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A man of rank, a relation of my 
wife's; arrived lately from, where 
Eord John Surry is Engliſh miniſter. I 
am exceedingly concerned Suſan did 
not aceept of him, as the character this 
nobleman gives of him, correſponds 
much with that I gave your Lordſhip-of 
bim, upon a very ſlight acquaintance * 
In compliment to my on ſagacity 1 
will acquaint you with it.— Lord John 
faid he is (as I ſuppoſe you know) elo- 
quent in the principal longuages of Eu- 
rope, which he ſpeaks with purity; 
<quaſty*verſed in hiſtory and in law; 
peculiarly killed in adapting himſelf to 


the taſtes, the humour, the turn of 


mind of the Prince, and his miniſters; 
capable of applying himſelf to buſineſs 
as if he hated pleaſure, and of giving 
himſelf vp to pleafore as if he had a diſ- 
— See Letter VI. Vol. Lp 27. * 
guſt 
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guſt for bufineſs; riſing early in the 
morning, going late to bed, ſleeping 
little, never deferring to the next, the 

work of che preſent day, and labouring 
with no leſs reliſh than eafe,; inexhauſt- 
ible in converſation, as well as indefati- 
gable in counfel, knowing how to en- 
liven the moſt ſerious ſubjects, and to 
bring to his views the moſt indifferent 
diſcourſe; always employed without 
ever having the air of being ſo.; a lover 
of all the arts, a connoiſſeur in moſt of 
them; in a word, a favourite of all with 
whom: he is obliged to have connections, 
and fo judiciouſly complaiſant, . as te 
make them all think that he had only 
ſeen them. to advantage. They who 
make uſe of circumſtances as they offer, 
are men of common parts, who ſuffer 


themſelves, to be led by the coutſe of 


vol. III. H affairs 
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affairs, ; hom aabsgensent > of cuſtom 
carries away, and. who know how, to 
take if SOL ail, of the, momentary 


pa fhons men 
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pends on a ch urrence of happy citeün 
ſtancest Thiofe whom fortune bas r et 
above the level of mankind, have two 
ſorts of repiitativp' difeatly oppolite; and 
there are few. of this nk of whom the 
world does not ſpeak very well 2nd. very 
ill : we never judge of things but with 
a private view to ourſelves, | | 1 do not 
wonder the negroes paint their devil in 
the moſt glaring whiteneſs, and their 
gods as black as a coal. , 

1 was forry to hear of 8 $41 beben 
Mr. LS and Colonel - TTY: An 
edict againſt, play. would, be 2 2 much 
more deſirable law than the one e againſt 
duelling, - for t more miſchief; int finitely 1s 
ſuffered by. the die than the. rl. 

1 I Ag not. At all, fugpriſed, a at. the baſe 
conduet gf dur acquaintancg Mu S. 
Fl peęuliarity ih chooſing to witneſs 

H 2 public 
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| publiczexeeutions, gave me put an in- 
different opinion of his mind. 
„Lactantius Ipeaking of che ancient 
gladiators, ays, He that accounts it 
a pleaſure to behold the torture or 
execution of a real criminal, defiles his 
mind and conſeience as much as if he 
was wirneſs to, and partner in a ſecret 
murder.“ And Tacitus aſcribes the 
great curtuption of Rome; to the pre- 
vailing cuſtom of women's ftequent- 
ing the ſhows of the- fighting of the 
gladi ators q for by this means the chil- 
Aten, ſaic he, got a ſtrong biaſs to cru- 
dlty; zduxury and licentiouſneſs before 
they were baak bed 3 mods, 65 he 
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MV - DEAR, Morak, © dc 001399%5 
HAVE the Nleafoget tu acquaint yous 

that Sir Henry Lotone ſeems to Sn 
on the affections of Suſan- 
No mam can behave WES more my 
ſpectful tenderneſs, or natural ſimplicity 
of mind and manners, full of dignity, 
affability, and the moſt ingennous cn e 
cern for her. He laid his hole ſoul 
open to ber, acknowledging that the 
lady, to whom he had been attached, 
had been entwiſted in the: fibres of his 
heart's-core; and every feryent wiſh, or 
filent ejaculation that iſſued thence to 
heaven, was ennqbled by her bearing a 
H 3 part 
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part in it. The wort Pleaſures we en- 
Joy, faid . may be compared to to thoſe 
Tight zephyrs of the ſummer, Which 
refreſh'the a ir bot for a moment. f W way 
but too ſoon condemned | TO. relinquiſh 
my ideal fejicity—1 have tried, to get 


— 5071 


the better « of it, but the ſtag, ſeeks in 
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vain by ns flight to chi the, arrow in 
its Hank, and inſtead of curipg its wound 
does but inflame 3 ir. That he hath been 
fo much attached to her, that he had. 
lten, reflected on a ſaying of Rouſſeay' 87 
— That were all the misfortunes ima- 
ginable to fall upon the devoted beads 
oa loving couple, t they would enjoy far 


Ons . ME 


cater eaſure in mixing their. tears, 


010 


thay iber ound baue raſted. in the 
mighelt proſperity, bed it heen poiſoncd 
| . 18 hearts” There is. no- 

Hang, £ 1 — [ would not baye fact 
fieedor her—ſhg/lpokeditbe pfeture af 


naad © 5 14 inno- 
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innocence and truth, and ü the Ee: 1 8 


of her diſpoſition was equal 0 the ele- 
gance of h. er features; . but he 15 perſohal 


attractions were the ſmalleſt of her ex- 
cellencies—her mind was the fforehouſe 
of all the virtues—it was fraught, with 

love, houdüf, ang truth t But f it avails 
not o- to wid of What e Was I 
with, with*Therniftottes, to Pürchale the 
art of forgafulheſs, but HHH; 48d, 

like Virgil's hind, I ant aid mall 
always Carry about with the tHe" fatal 


iow?" Sir Hetiry move aer and 
even to tears. Alas, ae ine, Gu: 
feel, but if ns callous Heat Fan 5 
neither WIIl it Ever de mifle t 1760 
tenderneſs: to become 4. Wetint th 10d, 
deſpair, ati dtfappontttdagta 29a 
infinuated, that fo g 1 je k maß- 
Kind «3 Hün: Cod Hol BY iictzxen in 
a character He- teplled, cht ne had 


H 4. been: 
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been but too fataliy oom inoed by the evi- b 
dence of his o eyes That a0quaint-, tl 
ing :Sofan: :with theſe! particulars was h 
rather extraordinary in him, who-addreſ-- a 
ſed het as adoveiʒ bubbe wb not aſhamed 
to confeſe in: ſpite of the deriſion of the 
lübertine part of his ſex, that it was the 
groateſt degree of Beſeneſs; in any man, 
to attempt to ſeduce the affections of a 
lady, When he habit not in his power 
to return) an equal degree” of love!“ 
That my ſiſter was the woman he 
eſteemetk and admired” moſt both for 
herperfanatiand mental attractions; that 
his Whole life ſnould be devoted to ber 
ſerbice if ſte! would deigm to accept 
of. Him, after being informed of the 
rea}: firuation of his heart. Suſan 
inndediate ly itoldtbhim, that ſhe had the 
gteuteſi gata for him, and would be 
equally candid: ta _ as he had been to 


. Jt: I 5 | hers, 
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her, When, waking mea figy 40'retite==: 

they remained/ſome time together; after 

his departure; ſhe told me that it might 

appear extraordinary that ſhe could not: 
mention what ſhe had aid to Sir Henry 
before me, hut that 21 ſhe: had been 
reſtrained from it by-motives of delicaey. 
She acquaipted me that ſhe had giyen her 
conſent to he united to him e that their 
ſentiments were perfectly conſohant : 
ſhe deſpaired not, but that. in time, hes, 
would get the better of his melancholxt 

a5; ſuch diſeaſes may be gentiy ꝓalliaceck 

as ill admit of no cure. His feelings 
are of a moſt delicate nature, and hiset 
notions: of love and hanoureſd very ge 
fined, as to he oftentimes troubleſome, o 
and even inconſiſtent with the naturab 
| cout ſe of things in this material WAR Icke l 
the fear too, of being thought partieu- 2 
lax and vain, makes him oftew kee the 

808 molt: 
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nals 04801 tr; 


moſt exalted motives ſecret, and To-re ren 


ders many of his actions, liable to appear 
ridiculous. to, thoſe; who, copfider. them 
ſbghtly, or arc, unzcgusinted with bi, 
uncommon, though noble caſt of thought, 


le 15> 25, they: ay in Italy, Juamorato de 


of 24 it... He often puts me in mind 
e ch John, Bolton, though very oppo- 


927 end z. Sir John binds himſelf 


5 ip. fu jo h ſevere chains t to the dictates of | 


0 Nan He who, defigns to 


1 I it entirely, and to follow 
— Ys. muſt | invent 2 new nas 


y+ 
thin bh and d ſearch for ideas 5 abore 
a to 30 3143 Sw F659 5 III "A 36 

e heavens: 


© There s an ally foun d“ out for the | 


Faw "ith If in —— ele ; 15 court of 
6 ty bre etvés t N Hie the ftritne| $ 
of Ju Rice would have difiroyed, en 
He is too reaſonable to be happy, and 


Providence increaſes: our real evils- by 
y + 
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ang hol of imagination. Reaſon 
direQs a man touching his happineſs” in 
Hicnſelf, ſald he, one day; but habit 
is ſtronger than" reaſon, and makes me 
perceivè that mine is hot in me, or that 
F ſhout feek it chere in Vain: 

As my complaints confine 7 alt 
MW my fifters are 10 good 4 to. 
devote their” time principally” to me. 
We Have 4 a very agrecable' Ge. 1 
have'that langyor on my ſpirits, hat at 

not eyen able to attend to my 'drefs ;. b 

a woman need not fit much 0 her 5 


o 11 
whoſe lover is to be judge of her eauty. 


„end of 
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admirers.—S1 N Bolton as not yet: 
declared hi 5 IH te ut ik. in 
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Sir Joi Kab emitxdd & the Jabfence of 
ber train, and ſald, it uns ſure proof 
ef her underſtanding and good nature 
We ereathe other day talking of 
den reciprocal, duties ing the married 
date, which; fubjeft as introducadi 
ing to a quarrel between Sir Thomas 
9008 diess occaGianed by his garry- 
* de the country. gin 26 395 0: 
auny declared, Sir Thomas's tyranny; 
ewe dhe Mezentian g Gruelty, of 
ing A Hrigg body to a, dead. one, .Sir 
058 Bolton ſaid, it. is a, ſelf- e 
e that thoſe who place, their 
bappigelz in the admirgtion of others, 
miu remain ſtrangets to pleafare where, 
there, 1 19 ug ONE. to admire. But that 
a. Nan: Whoſe, mind was: Was properly. 
regulated, would find her, chief happi- 
eſe in the approbation; of her huſband 41: 
Yes: . man, being 
Li: Jl Hof Pubnon Bbiuow Ic vw oon 


_ 
37/1! 


4a 
FA) 


F 20 
ſoon accuſtomed to the encormums 
which her charms procure her; perceives 
ſhe depolits im ſociety all he poffeffes, 
and that it makes her no folid returns. 
The dimpated Rfe, Which had ſd many 
allurements for her, when ſe” entered 
into che wörld, does nöt fail to appear 
to her as fatiguing as it really * 
The circles and affemplies, bf Which 
pretty women are "the ornament, 4 Toon 
preſent them nothing tflote than the 
neeefity of conſtraint, that the) 1 
keep to themſelves the Wearitefs Whith' 
they carry thither: often reduced te 
wiſh for Tolitide, they are ho fboflef T6" 
it chan the Vöid, Wien RC id te 
minds, makes them find it Tifupp6ttable,” 
from the diffcufty of recflecring and 
employing eme web 919 3111 nt 20911 

Sir John theft, addreff ug Finny: AY 
het how ſhe would conduct herſelf if 
| ſhe 
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the” were miatried te à cha Who! 100g pl 
het, but ws Would chuſe both to go. * 
vert her and bie family” She? dfivered, a 
ii loved fach à bei g. (ich I cer- f 
taivly ound, otherwiſe I mHeuld not h 
marry Hin) 1 would ly obſerve U 
his 'melination' and temper, and whit 5 
were his eaſieſt moments, What” things g 
Hack or what he Bllited;" and this with , 
the Tarhe- attention as your ople that J 
tame elephants, lions, and Es fort of 4 
ammalsg that cannot be maſtered. by bi 
downright ſtretipth ! Out ſex is ' excluded J 
from the crown in France, but have in. : 
gttſouſly'"contiived to Tuperſede thit f 
law; an mount an higher throne; by. 


| 
rang 200 hit giberic "Xia "how Sit, 
fad ne, ts Sir John. i return n for my c 
cohdiftenfioh in anſwering, 3 your Strg. F 
ordinaty quieftibn, pive'me leave to alk 


you another: Ho o would'!cond uct 
2911387 your- 
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Jourſelf to,a Wife of gogd nature, good 
18 and, Wixit 2 Six, John: ſaic the: 

pe joe, pre .gualitics,, 
Fr 'progerly tempered, and would fenden 
m — bug; that if eyery one of 
them Was, nat, .coptined within its due 
lipits, it h ould xend der bim, miserable! 
The poet ſays, In every ithing but wy 
there ig a mean; in Heep and loue, 11 
faker ſong and in the comely danee;*. 10 
laid, ſhe Caiffered, very much. from the 
ancient bard.; that, in her; opmien,. 
juſt enough of a good ching is tog little, 
and. that none but, (narrow, fouls, nd 
limits in love; and, ſmiling, aſked Sir 
Johns, if he revolleced vat, Madame 
Dacier had obſerved. v Y che paſſage he 
quoted x WR Aſy<ring, wanne. 
5 Ne e, ih 40 added = heſe words... 
be irons dams I: Jacier,, according, ta Eur 
Du — XINGi&-cpad10 * 0 
107 ſtathius, 


Sd LETTER XXXIII. 

Narhius, comprehend a very natural ſen- 
Timevt, which perfectly ſhews the won- 
:Qerful folly of men. They are Yoon 
wearied with agreeable things, when in- 
nocent, but never with the moſt toil. 
ſome things when unzuſt and criminal. 
She then deſired Sir John farther to ex- 
plain bimfelf on the ſubject the had 
propoſed—and turning round to me, 


added, where people chuſe to be ambi- 


guous, and care not to give you their 
real opinion we ſhould always oblige 
them to explain themſelves.— Sir John 
Filled, and told her, that he would 
Mice tb Marty 4 woman who had been 
inſtructed in the employments of Solo- 
-mon's virtuous woman; and that be 
would rather connect himſelf with 2 
woman for life who was leſs amijing and 
«fore nſeful, who could neither fing with 
taſte nor declaim with grace, but who 


2 can 


3 I a ws | Gs — — — = 
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can be a; ſenſible companion, and h 
would educate his children? in the ſpitit 
of their ſtatin, in the ſphere which 
their fortungy points outta them. Fanny 
reptiedg it would be a firange woman 
ſadeed, that would ſubmit to e dooked 
upon only as u vebicle to bring his chilz 
dren into the rd, and milly ſſubmit 
ever after tochis tyranny, and- t ſtand 
Mrs. Nurſe in his family. It is. plain 
to me, ſaid ſhe, you think ſtyerity ang 
haughtineſs are the ſureſt methods of 
reigning, and hat it is uſeleſt to govern 
with lenity -thoſe Who mags bebKepr - 
within the bounds of their dumcbyi frur 
and their intereſt. No ita often dupe: 
pens, that: a huſband's governments 
nothing but the continual vexariowiand” 
. plague of bis peer wife, ande hot un- 
e ed the ruin of his 
family. I meshatifngthat is deſt in 
Vol. III. I time 


eg 


114 L ET TER XXXIII. 
time which is gained in force; in poli- 
tics, that is loſt is happineſs which 
is gained in abſolute power. The 
true value of the inconvenience and its 
corrective, ſhould be fairly weighed : 
has not a wife, under ſuch circumſtances, 
the ſame right to relieve herſelf, as the 
ſubjects of a civil government under a 
tyrannical prince? Sir John ſaid, ſhe 
could not poſſibly miſunderſtand him 
ſo much; that his real opinion was, that 
there is no power more natural, or 
more folidly eſtabliſhed, than that which 
is founded on the happineſs and eaſe of 
the people who are ſubject to it, be- 
cauſe they have an intereſt in the ſup- 
port of it. 

As the unlucky adventure, that lately 
occurred to Mrs. ——, turned the 
converſation on the ſubje& of ſcandal, 
Mr. Daſhwood indelicately began to 


mention 
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mention a matter of gallantry, in which 
he had been engaged with a Lady at 
Montpellier! Sir John Bolton told him, 
by the laws of honour, men ought to 
fight with equal weapons; and he, 
therefore, ought not to expoſe a woman 
to diſhonour for her amour, ſince ſhe 
can never expoſe him for his. So, re- 
plied Mr. Daſhwood, you would have 
me, I ſuppoſe Sir, in your wiſdom, act 
like a gallant in the Diable Boiteur, who, 
being caught as he was mounting a lad- 
der into a balcony, run the ritk of being 
hanged for a houſe-breaker, rather than 
ſave his life, at the expence of his miſ- 
treſs's honour, by owning the intrigue. 
—Sir John coolly replied, that he did 
not apprehend that his information had 
been, in the ſmalleſt degree, intereſting 
to the company; and that he never 
heard a man traduce a women's . charac- 
I 2 ter, 
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ter, but he thought of an excellent de- 
cifion of Mrs. Griffith's : * That it was 
of very little conſequence what a man 
declared on ſuch an occaſion ; for, ſaid 
ſhe, he may juſtify his miſtreſs as much 
out of honour as truth, and he may 
condemn her as much from falſeneſs as 
baſeneſs.” Mr. Daſhwood replied, 
What! do ye give me the lye, Sir ? Sir 
John, aſking pardon of the ladies, ſaid, 
he moſt devoutly diſbelieved every ſyl- 
lable he had uttered! Mr. Daſhwood, 
putting his hand on his ſword, ſaid, I 
ſhall find a time, Sir, for you; but, 
lackily for me, Sir Henry Lotone 
can vouch the truth to the company 
of what I have ſaid. ——The girl, I 
mentioned, was a common proſtitute at 
Montpellier, though once the object of 
his attachment. Sir Henry Lotone ſaid, 
it was a ſubje& on which he would have 

| expected 
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expected Mr. Daſhwood would have 
ſpared him, the object of which had 
been too dear to him, even to bear the 
recollection of her diſhonour with pa- 


tience, which Lady Suſan knew; and 


that a certainty of her unworthineſs was 
not ſufficient to eradicate from his mind 
the agreeable illuſions that had ſo long 
fed it! Mr. Daſhwood begged Sir 
Henry's pardon for having mentioned 
the affair; and Sir John Bolton, tak- 
ing him by the hand, ſaid, In my 


opinion, a man ſhews himſelf greater, 


by being capable of owning a fault, 
than by being incapable of committing 


it—your example is too good not to 


be followed, I aſk your pardon for 
doubting what you ſaid, not only. as 


Sir. Henry has evinced the truth of it; 


but, as you ſaid, you could take your 
oath concerning it; as I firmly think, any 
| OR man, 
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man, who will not believe another on 
his oath, knows himſelf to be perjured; 
and the punctilio of honour ſhould be 
ſhewn in avoiding an offence, not in de- 
fending it. I have a heart that ſwells at 
an affront received, but melts at an in- 
jury given. Mr. Daſhwood mumbled 
that he was a man of honour ; and that 
no man ſhould give him the lye with 
impunity } Saying this he retired. 

The Marquis intreated Sir John to- 
think no more of it; who anſwered, 
that he was not yet ſatisfied, whether his 
attention to reaſon rendered him an 
object of pity ſo much as the turbulence 
of his paſſions makes him a fit ſabje& 
for correction; for I cannot help think- 
ing, faid he, that when a man permits 
his paſſions to break out, ſo as to be- 
come noxious to others, but they havea 


{ right to repreſs them. Beſides, added 
he, 


E2T TER SXSE ww 
he, I am very apt to believe, that he 
acknoivledges the fact who turns angry 
at an aſperfion ; and T am very fat from 
ſuppoſing him ſuch a Drawcdtifit as he 
affects to be; and, if ever J put him to 
the teſt, the odds are, he will be the 
reverſe of the motto to the order of the 
Thiftte. _ e . 


During the above converſation I ob- 


ſerved Fanny changing colour very fre- 


quently—Sir John was called out of 


the room, Fanny followed, and ſeeing 
him read a note, and ſay, I will attend 
him! She returned into the room, pale 
as death. ! calling out, Save him! pre- 
vent it! Sir John is going to be maſ— 
facred! If probity and candour have 
any habitation upon earth, they dwell 


in that heart, which may now be pierced 


by the ſword of a ruſnan ! But, does 
nobody hear me, heavens ! In this frantic 
I 4 man- 
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manner did ſhe proceed, tearing her 
hair; ſhe then flung herſelf out of 
the room, crying out, as loud as 
ſhe could, Where is he? where did 
he go? The ſervants in the hall ac- 
quainted her, that if ſhe enquired for 
Sir John Bolton, he had retired to the 
' ball-room at the end of the garden, 
where Mr. Daſhwood waited for him.— 
She flew there immediately, follow- 
ed by my Lord; regardleſs of the 
fight of their weapons, ſhe ruſhed 
between them, conjured Sir John not to 
fight, called him her dear Sir John, and 
told him, that her life depended on his, 
and fainted away in his arms! Aſton- 
iſhed at the exceſs of her ſenſibility, my 
Lord himſelf procured water, while Sir 
Henry Lotone repreſented to Mr. Daſh- 
wood his folly and impetuoſity, after 

Sir 
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Sir John had, in ſo genteel a manner, 
made him an apology.— He, at laſt, 
acknowledged it; excuſing himſelf from 
the warmth of his temper, and his jea- 
louſy in having his honour queſtioned. 
Sir John aſſured him, that ſo far from 
bearing any enmity to him, that he 
looked upon him as his beſt friend, as 
the diſcovery of Lady Fanny's partiality 
for him. had made him the happieſt 
man in the world; that he eſteemed 
himſelf as a dignified being, and arrived 
at his apogee *. Upon Lady Fanny's- 
coming to herſelf, my Lord told me, it 
was the firſt time in his life he ever ſaw- 
her appear fooliſh; ſhe looked fiſt 
wildly around her ; and when ſhe found 
herſelf in Sir John's arms, bluſhed, and 


* A point in the heavens, in which the ſun, or a 


planet, is at the greateſt diſtance poſſible from the 
earth in her whole revolution. 


endea- 
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endeavoured to hide her face. Sir John 
called her his angel, and notwithſtand- 
ing his reaſon and philoſophy, ſeemed 
almoſt frantic with his happineſs. Do not, 
ſaid he, my lovely creature, repent your 
goodneſs to me, and my whole life ſhall 
be devoted to your ſervice ! She wiſely 
eonſidered that it was in vain to retract , 
that ſhe had paſſed the Rubicon (as it was 
faid of Czfar) ; ſhe gave him her hand, 
and hid her head in his boſom. 

The gentlemen left the lovers toge- 
ther, and came and acquainted us with 
theſe particulars ; we were glad this ren- 
counter had ended fo happily, and greatly 
pleaſed Fanny has made ſo good a choice, 
Sir John being a moſt amiable, worthy, 
diſtinguiſhed character, 

How fortunate, my dear mother, are 


all your children! I have had much un- 


eaſineſs on account of Lady Charlotte 
Sturt, 
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Sturt— This ſame Mr. Daſhwood has 


been the cauſe of Mr. Sturt's. misfor- 


tunes. Sir Henry Lotone is indulgent 
to thoſe errors in others, - from which - 


the ſuperiority of his own. mind ſets him 


free. 1 could not, however, help re- 


flecting, that people of dignity, by birth 


and character, ought not to give their 
inferiors room to enter into too great 
a point of familiarity with them, 


which is attended with inconveni- 
ences. Mr. Daſhwood is a man ad- 


dicted to trifles, which is always a ſign 
not only of a ſmall genius, but even of 


a low mind. But 1 have beard from 
thoſe who know him well, that he is of 
a very depraved diſpoſition, conſiders 
virtue as an empty ſound, and the 
world divided between fools and men 
of ſenſe; that morals, religion, and 
virtue, are the implicit faith of the for- 

mer, 
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mer, but that the latter only pay an 
outward reſpect to them, with a view 
merely of ſerving their own purpoſes, 
Mr. Sturt pays Mr. Daſhwood a large 
annuity.— I have ſeriouſly adviſed them 
to go to the ſouth of France, or retire 
ſomewhere to live cheap, until their 
affairs mend. Lady Charlotte would 
do, any thing, but laments to me her 
huſband's blindneſs, oppreſſed more and 
more, ſaid ſhe, with the moſt ſubſtantia! 
miſery, he purſues with fury the ſhadow 
of wealth, and, in ſpight of conviction, 
will not alter his plans. 

My dear Lord joins with me in beſt 
affections to the beſt of parents. 


Jorziana Epson. 
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From the Marchioneſs of EpSsou to the 
Counteſs of Danvess. 


MY DEAR MOTHER, 


FANNY was ſo exceedingly diſor- 

dered, in conſequence of the events 
contained in my laſt letter, that ſhe was 
obliged to retire for the day. Sir John 
ſeemed perfectly charmed by a diſco- 
very of her ſentiments, which he is ſen- 
fible could not otherwiſe have been 
effected without much trouble on his 
part. I am ſure you, and my dear 
father, will approve of this alliance: 
Sir John has been long the ſteady ſin- 
cere friend of my Lord, who looks-upon 
him as a father, although there is not 
a material difference in their ages. I am 


ſo 
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ſo ſenſible of his intrinfe worth, that 
though ſhe has rejected men of greater 
rank and fortune, I eſteem his alliance 
as an unſpeakable bleſſing. 

She ſets 2 juſt value upon his merit ; 
and, in my opinion, could not give a 
better proof of her own virtue and good 
ſenſe, than by fixing her affections upon 
a man whoſe ſentiments are ſo truly 
amiable, 

Next mornivg, you may imagine, 
Sir John was. very carly in the breakfaſt- 
room, impatiently waiting for her.—l 
went, judging it would be neceffary to 
aſſiſt her courage in making her appear- 
ance; but, to my great aſtoniſhment, 
ſhe laughed, and told me, had the 
loved any of the ideots who had ad- 
drefled her, ſhe might indeed be 
aſbamed, but that ſhe gloricd in attaching 
herſelf to Sir John Bolton! In ſaying 
this, 


( 
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this, ſhe tripped away before me. Sir 
John met her at the door, kiſſed her 
hand, enquired tenderly after her health, 
and ſaid, his whole life ſhould be de- 
voted in acknowledgments for her yeſ- 
terday's goodneſs. She could not re- 
frain from bluſhing a good deal at this, 
and looking fooliſh ! But when he ſaid 
he hoped ſhe had not changed her mind, 
ſhe ſmiled archly at him, and told him, 
that was not a crime he uſed to lay to 
her charge—in ſhort, ſaid ſhe, we were 
always quarrelling, I was tired of it! 
Hannibal himſelf ſaid, a certain peace 
was to be preferred to an unexpected 
victory! I was in ſuch a fright yeſterday, 
that I let my heart ſpeak; it is now in 
vain for my tongue to-tranſpoſe its diſ- 
coveries, otherwiſe, perhaps, you might 
have walked over a good deal of ground 
ere you brought me to this, my good 
friend. 
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Ba. 1 wall omit all the tender 
things Sir John ſaid on this occaſion. 
Alter breakfaſt, I was going to follow 
the reſt of the family, who, under va- 
rious pretences, had left 95 room, but 
Fanny infiſted on my ftayin 
Sir John ſeemed really quite Intoxi- 
' «cated with his happineſs. With a 
look of the ſweeteſt complacency, and 
ſoftneſs in her charming eyes, ſhe look- 
ed up to him, aſſuring him, his expec- 
tations of happineſs were raifed too high; 
and can I ever bear to think, ſaid ſhe, 
you v will love me leſs ? But I will not 
fill my -mind with groundleſs uneafineſs, 
for. never any thing can be am iſs when ſumple- 
meſs. and duty tender it; and When. you ſee 
that my le i is employed 1 in, the delight- 
ful taſk of promoting your "felicity, you 
will, Iam perſuaded, have good-nature 
enough to overlook the little faults that 
may 
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may ſpring from inadvertency. When 
you ſee me ſtudy to anticipate your de- 
fires ; when you ſee me improving my 
mind, in order to afford me new 
charms to bind you cloſer to my heart, 
will you not pardon me if I ſhould till 
want the ability to render you as happy 
as you deſerve ? 

Sir John was quite overcome, and 
could not, for ſome time anſwer her ; 
but, at laſt, ſaid, ſhe muſt pardon his 
apparent ſtupidity ; but that he was, in 
a manner, ſtunned with his happineſs, 
which was too great to be expreſſed, to 
find her every thing ſuperior to his moſt 
ſanguine expectations. To relieve his 
feelings, which were too exquiſite not to 
be painful, I rallied Fanny upon finding 
ſhe had conſidered the duties of a wife. 
With an ingenuous ſmile, ſhe owned 

ſhe had, ever fince Sir John had been 
enn. K her 
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her lover. I could not help ſaying, what, 
fince yeſterday ?—She bluſhed a little; 
but, recovering herſelf, anſwered, There 
are abundance of little cares, aſſiduities, 
compliances, and attentions which never 
eſcape a tender lover, and which Sir 
John could not help expreſſing. Was 
it poſſible I could be fo. deceived, as to 
attribute all this to his politeneſs ? 1 
fancy, my good fiſter, you was pretty 
clear- ſighted yourſelf when under the 
ſame predicament. With What eaſe do 
our ſex diſcern the difference ? We haye 

us a natural ability to diſtin- 
. at che firſt glance, whatever bears 


Th mp of love. | | 
nk of this, and being of opi- 


nigh ue is highly | improper to encourage. 
hopes one pever intends „to realize, 1 
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me, by acquainting them with my diſ- 
approbation and rejection of them. 8 

If from the livelineſs of my diſpoſi- 
tion 1 amuſed myſelf with them after- 
watds, it was from being teazed and 
vexed by their | importunity. 

Sir John, after making a cc 
acknowledgments to her for her good- 
neſs, acquainted us he had ſent off an 
expreſs, ſeconded by a letter from my 
Lord, to my father, to aſk his -appro-" 
bation ! which, if propitious, laid he, 
T hope my lovely angel wilt nor prolong 
my happineſs, but will ive me her 
hand on that day Sir TAE Lotone 
receives her ſiſter's. Fanny Vilithed, 
and caſting down her eyes, f replied; ir 
would look like affeRtation, after — 
many "proofs, the had afforded him 6 
her tenderneſs, if he thoular now raiſe 5 n 
unneceflary ſcruples ; "but yet, ſaid ſhe, 

K 2 bluſhing 
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bluſhing ſtill more, I don't think we 
need be in any great haſte. However, 
as Iam at my dear parents diſpoſal, it is 
fit, if they make me happy by approy- 
ing my choice, I ſhould leave the time 
to them. 

Farewel, my dear mother, I am able 
to add no more at preſent, but ever am 


Your affectionate daughter, 


. 
1 . 
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e Juliana Epson. 
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From Mademoiſelle 1s TzLt a, te 
the Marchioneſs of ESO. 


MY DEAR MADAM, 


SINCE I wrote laſt J have had the 
pleaſure of diſcovering a ſiſter of the 
Counteſs de Tron's, my coufin, who 
was confined in a nunnery at Montpel- 
her, where they had intended ſhe ſhould 
take the veil. I paſſed the houſe in 
which I had ſpent ſo many happy days; 
it is not eaſy for me to deſcribe to you 
my ſenſations, How exquifite are the 
Pleaſures and pains that thoſe of too 
nice feelings are liable to! From what 
trifles do minds of ſuch a turn derive 
both joy and grief! I endeavoured to 
=> 68Y _— recover 
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recover, my ſelf, and 1 to n 
convent Dau bluodt i aldsozs 
The Marquis de Louvdis' ee * 
cured us admittance, and, after ſome 
time, my couſin appeared but bow 
different from her ſiſter l Grace and dig- 
nity were in her every motion, and a 
ſweet melancholy was diffuſed over her 
charming features. Her fine blue eyes 
were impreſſed with languor, and the 
intereſt e ſeemed to take in her, af - 
fected her even to tears. Without any 
advantages of dteſs, ſhe! poſſeſſed the 
grrateſt beauty, and thus heightened all 
ber charms. After ſome converſation, 
Faſked if ſhe would chuſe to leave the 
eonxent : ſheteplied, indeed, Madam, it is 
nat by my choice, that Lam here, and Lhaye 
no great idea of the efficacy; of 2 forced 
vogation ; but it ĩs in vain, I have already 
* e to prevent it. My 
mac: father 
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father is influenced by my fiſter—and 
ſhe is inexorable. I ſhould undoubtedly 
have been, I think, happier in the 
world; but I muſt now, I am afraid, 
reconcile myſelf to my fate. My ideas 
of the ſtate T wiſhed to be in, may be 
all deluſion; I might have been haunted 
with anxieties that would embitter my 
pleaſures, and expoſed to temptations 
that might have endangered my virtue, 
from all which, the condition I am 
going to enter will exempt m. 

Mademoiſelle le Tellier's diſcourſe 
convinced me ſhe had an attachment, 
There are little minute touches on the 
f countenance, ſometimes, which are ſo 
tranſient, they can hardly be bvertaken 
by the eye; and which, from the aſe 
ſions being ſtrongly guarded» that give 
riſe to theſe emotions, are ſo flight, that 
2. common obſerver catmot diſcover 

1212 K 4 them 


138 LETTER XXXV. 
them at all. I thought it high time to 
acquaint her with the circumſtances of 
her family, Who I was, &c.——She 
ſeemed greatly ſurpriſed, but compoſed, 
and much concerned at her father and 
ſiſter's baſeneſs. For my own part, ſaid 
ſhe, Madam, 1 have long ceaſed to 
remonſtrate to them ; and the filent ſuf- 
fetings of the injured mult, to a mind 
not ungenerous, be a ſharper 'rebuke 
than it is in the power of language to 
inflict; but I can no longer wonder at 
their want of feeling for me, when they 
have manifeſted, in ſo ſtrong a manner, 
their injuſtice to you. I acquainted 
Matemoeifele le Tellier, that I had 
liberty to take her from the convent if 
ſhe choſe it! She made me no other an- 
ſwer, than by taking my hand and kiff- 
ing ie with a tranſport of joy. She re- 
tired to give. directions concerning her 
volt baggage, 
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baggage, | which (ſmiling) ſhe | ſaid, 
would be very eaſily conveyed ; when a 
gentleman was announced, by the name 
of the Duke de St. James, who, after 
deſiring the people to ſend his ſiſter into 
the parlour, entered into indifferent chat 
with us; but his compoſure was ſoon 
deſtroyed—his ſiſter appeared in tears, 
acquainting him, ſhe was that very hour 
to be deprived of her amiable friend 
Mademoiſelle le Tellier ! The brother 
ſeemed to take an intereſt in her eon- 
cern; and, upon the arrival of my cou- 
ſin, our obſervation convinced us they 


were every tbing 10 one anot ber. 
Every one muft have obſerved the 


reſtraint of two lovers in company, 


where they cannot indulge the mutual 
emotion of their hearts; what expreſſion 


what eloquence in the eye! at that time 
the ſole interpreter of their ſentiments! 
How 


— 


— . 
12 6 ; 212 — p 4 

— . - . 

— —_—_— = „ * % 
s => begs 6 I ne — - * =. —— a 
* i 3 1 — 44 Ei * W 21 * 
= 2 — - — —_— _c — — 

— Pr —— ” 


> S= = — — 
— 7 — — 1 
wy . 92 wid — — D * 
n 7 bh. * — — * 
— — my 4 bas * my oY 
5 = ” - RT by = _ = ER - i 


133 LETTER XXXV. 


How inſtantaneouſly does the ſoul diſ. 
play itſelf in the motions of theſe organs! 
Their paffions, their deſigns, their 
hopes, their fears, are expreſſed in a 
ſingle glance. 

Mademoiſelle le Tellier, after ſome 
time, could no longer reſtrain herſelf— 
ſne burſt into tears! then, addreſſing 
herſelf to me, with the greateſt ſweet- 
nefs, acknowledged her great regard for 
the Düke, who had proved himſelf 
worthy of her tenderneſs; and that 
though, by my goodneſs, I had deli- 
vered het from a great iraprudence ſhe 
was to have dommitted, and had ren- 
defed her very happy, yet could ſhe not 
be Altögether content if 1 did not ac- 
quaint the Duke where'ſhe was going. 
He here fnterpoſed, aſſuring me, he 
had no ſentiments for my eoufin,” but 
What he was ready to ratify at the foot 
| of 
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of the altar and owned, as there had 
been no likelihogd.. of, procuring her by 
any other means, he had almoſt per- 
ſuaded her to eſcape that EPS From. 
the nunnery. 

. Mademoiſelle le Teller _ me y 
the hand, conjured me not to think 
amiſs of her: I was in deſpair, ſaid ſhe, 
for what IL was going to do, and yet did 
not repent it: there are times when we 
act as if we were under the influence of 
a ſuperior power; and there axe certain 
uneaſy ſituations of the mind, which 
cauſe perſons of the leaſt intrepidity to 
brave the greateſt dangers. Nature 
teaches us, by the example of the in- 
ſtinct of the moſt, inconſiderable animals, 
that, in extremities, the uſe; af ſtratar 
gems is lawfol to defend ourſelves from 
Holenomand oppreſſio on bed 
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I aſſured the Duke, my father would 
be very glad to ſee him. He ſeemed 
rejoiced; and I ſet out wich my couſin, 
loaded with his bleſſings ; he called me 
an angel, and declared me the counter- 
part of his charmer. Io confeſs the 
truth to you, although it may lay me 
under an imputation of vanity, after 
what I have ſaid of this amiable rela- 
tion, I believe there is a reſemblance 
betwixt us. 

. When we were ſeated in my coach, 
I confeſſed to her I was no. great friend 
to a . monaſtic life; the love we owe the 
Supreme Being, faid I, is very different 
rom that beſtowed on an earthly lover. 
The melting ſoftneſs, and all the ten- 
der feelings that ſpring from a mutual 
ſympathy of ſoul, can only be: placed 
where nature has pointed out the object. 
They. who. are in a cloiſſer, however, 
Fe. ſaid 
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ſaid ſhe, are of a different opinion; 7 
and the chief doctrine they teach is, 
that all theſe ſenſations muſt be placed 
upon the Supreme Being, who is him- 
ſelf all that is lovely and charming. 
But reaſon and nature concur in overs 
throwing their arguments; the affection 
we owe the auguſt Maker of the univerſe, 
ought not to conſiſt of ſoftneſs, tender, 
melting endearments, abſtractions of 
ſoul, and extacies, but in a devout 
gratitude, a humble eſteem founded 
upon his moral excellencies, and a filial 
ſenſe of his paternal goodneſs. Auſtere 
and narrow minds, upon the ſtrength! of 


a few arbitrary principles, cafily con 
| L 
found weakneſſes with vice. 


It is not by vague ee echak 
the paſſions, which compoſe our eſſence, 
that men are rendered virtuous; it is by 
explaining to them the end of thoſe paſ- 
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fions, "their uſes, and the bounds within 
which it is beceſſaury to Keep them; 5 it is 
by ſpeaking irg to the beitts g f men, by 
ſhewing' thin their inteteſts,! that they 
are led to their duties! al 507 \ 

"Note But enthuſiaſts, n Ae with 
ſome incohveniencies 'bf © or paſſions, 
could Arcam of the impolkbilit) of de- 
ſtloying they; like a man Cho, fright- 
ened . at An accident occaſioned by the 
fall” of fothe heavy body, ſhould wiſh 
the extitction of gravity,” and conſe- 
quetitly the Ems a; of the «x of 
the univerſe; | g 
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y parents were highly charmed, 
755 Wen 
with pay Co coutin. —My father ſtarted 1 up, 
on ſcein "her-—and, declare ed the | is the 
exacteſt image of what my mother Was, 
when the honoured him with her hand; 
who ſmiled,” and aſked, bim, if i it was. 


paſt le ihre wad EVET be fo handſome? 
a IC. The 


LETTER MUM 143 


The Duke de St. James waited on my 
father the follow ing day. As be bears 
the beſt character, and has 3 large eſtate, 


you are very ſure, he has been well re- 
ceived by the family. IR 


Mademoiſelle le, Telier bas almoſt 
already recqyered her vivacity. The 
Duke was ſoliciting my mother, chat an 
early day ſhould be named for their 
nuptials, previous to the neceſſaty ſet- 
| tlements, &C. to be made on that occa - 
ſion. Mademoiſelle le Tellier archly 
told him, laughing, her aunt would 
ſoon judge how well qualified. ſhe Wag 
for making a wife; but, ſaid ſhe, Ma- 

2401 
dam, as it may take a. long. time to dil. 
7106 a 
cover my perfeCtions, and as t e "Duke 
ſeerns not to be endowed Wirk much 


1 l 180 o gag in 
patience, will you pardon me enumerat- | 22 
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ing them . know , very well 


11 


bow to, ſay Ly; my | beads, the Angelus, dhe 


1 35 
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Benedicite, the, Thapkſgiyings, I have 


learned a hundred Ways of recommend- 
ing myſelf to the Saint whoſe name 1 


bear, to my gyardian angel, to the pa- 
tron- ſaipts of the order, abd of the con- 
vent. 1 gave read more "than once fome 
extracts of the legend—1 know a num- 
ber of maryellous| tricks which _ 
and ſpirits Play in the lower world. 
can colour 1 images, and adorn ith 115 
0 gilt paper, ſome As Des and 
"relics, 25 elegantly ; as a profeſſed nun. 
Lally, a 2 was found to have'a taſte 
add talent for muſic, the matron grand- 

"chantrels has taken pleaſure i in teaching 
ne to Sl fa, and I can ſing (turning 
up her ey es) moſt devoutly 172 - a 
And long ca canticles. F 
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able gaiety, having never before ſeen 
her, but under deſpondence bordering 
on deſpair. _ | SET Roger” 

You know, my deareſt friend, I have 
conſented to become your ſiſter, by 
giving my hand to your brother, Lord 
Acres; I have the greateſt eſteem and 
gratitude for him; how grieved am 1 
that I cannot add to it a tenderer ſenti- 
ment! I ſhould willingly have remained 
ſingle ; but I am determined to purſue, 
through life, that rule of conduct which 
I have hitherto invariably adhered to; I 
mean, that of preferring to my own 
the happineſs of thoſe who are dear to 
mea, d „ 

As my couſin's nuptials are to 
take place next week, they; are to 
accompany us to England. We pro- 
poſe ſetting. out a fortnight hence. * 


N oy T D380 Ig 9189 
beg my mot reſpectful compliments to 
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my Lord, and all your family, and am 


"ever, dest M dam, with, equal, love 
— aſe, ? 75 4 
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by r my father and you. I haye no doybt 
of Fanny's 12 5 but f from my 
own feelings to my Are, Lord, I can- 
not form any idea of att union, formed 
for life, with any perſon but that one 
for whom our hearts have declared. My 
amiable couſin liſtens tp my brother with 
ſweetneſs and complacency ; but it is 
evident to me ſhe is not happy! I pray 
heaven theſe two involuntary weddings 
(if I may be allowed the expreſſion) in 
our family, may not end unfortunately. 
The Marchioneſs de LouVoi is à very 


fine woman; dignity and, ee 
graces her every action. The D ue 
de St. James 1 think rather more. be 


tifal than her coufin 5 all th at the Bos bs is 


101 WIL 


ſprig htly and intereſting, and 7 idently 
bibGeeds from a heart, : at caſe, overflow- 


lüg with Joy, which makes all, nature 
mite around her. I hope all the things 
0 L 2 are 
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arrived ſafe for the wedding. My uncle 
declares Mademoiſelle le Tellier' 8 ſhall 
take place the ſame day; 3. a8 the cere- 
mony is to be performed in the new 
chapel at Mount Acres: my brother, 
his bride, &c. &c. will e you there 
at the hour appointed. 

Acres expects all parties will give 
ado at | the Lodge, and after- 
wards {ſeparate for Danvers Place, or 
Spencer Grove, as i all be Judged 
proper. 
J have ee my A fiſter, to 
Ad more writing is rather inconve- 
nient to me, and my dear Lord has 
been remonſtrating to me ever fince l 
beg gap: ere is alſo the Duke of St. 
James, + livdly, that 1 muſt endeavour 

to YElieve my coufin, whom he has been 
as for, this half hour. Madame 
Dupree is already gone to Spencer 
Grove 


[Wn 
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Grove' to have every thing | in readineſs. 
Aunt Bloom'is in deſpair at being con- 
fined, although ſhe ſays the does not 
admire our allying our family to Pa- 
piſbes. Furewel, my dear fiſter, I hope 
you wilt come to me after all your buſtle 
is over, The Marquis has taken a houſe 
at Kenſington; he would not permit 
me to be farther from Dr. Oſborn, a 
man of great practice and approved 
knowledge, who is to attend me * 
a certain awful occaſion. | 

My Lord joins me in affectionate beſt 
withes to Sir Henry, whom he TP 
very much to know; and Lam 2 


My dear Siſter, 
.. your affectionate friend, 
and obliged e 


5 Juliana Eps ox. 
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MY DEAR SISTER, 
1611151 Bifl 1 s 2 
E: Received, vour's, and am greatly. 


" charmed with the account you give 
of x your, agrecable gueſts. ILannot help, 
however, being much of your opinion, 
re petting th e two marriages that are ſo 
ſqon 75 take place, 1 075 
F Sir H lenry ſens: is often very debrait, 
and; Lady Suſan heayes too frequently. 
an 1nyoluntary, 2 He OJ eiiien 
Nur. gear brother top, going to diſpoſe 
of himſelf to à woman, who (although 
amiable) S profeſſes an attachment for 
another, When ſo many others would 
return his paſſon.| But for m appre- 
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henfions on this account I ſhould be per- 
fectiy happy. What have I to wiſhifor ? 
What can 1 defire more? 1 am here 
ſurrdunded with happineſs!) and \where- 
ever | caſt my eyes, I feel a ſweet ad- 
dition to it! What a charming | firuation ! 
Here love, and duty, and maternal 
affection— there friendſhip with alt its 
ſymparhies.—T repeat it again—Whar 
a charming delightful ſituation !—My 
heart is full of rapture; it is incapable 
of containing the leaſt addition to that 
pulſe of joy, which beats with the molt 
tranſporting extaſies. All the neigh- 
bourhood have been here to pay theit® 
compliments to Sir Henry; but their 
congratulstions did not give” trie half 
the pleaſure that I'received from thoſe 
who were my ſincere friends; for, hw 
ever polite the compliments may be we” 
receive from others, a fivgke Word, that 

* L 4 flows 
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flows immediately from the heart, is 
lure to affect us more nearly than thoſe 
praiſes which only ariſe fram complai- 
ſance; andi exen the countenances of the 
ſervants, the eagerneſs with which they 
ſtrove to ſerve. me, and the pains they 
too % by a A, "thouſand. little marks of 
re ae to, diſcover, i allect ionate 


whoſe compliments... were perbit 
and unaffecting. As my dear Henry 
does ,eyery.' thing en Prince, our mu- 
tical, band attended us hither ; 
haye; had, ſeveral concerts, and _ 
performed Lady; Suſan's opera. 

We were engaged in this manner to 
night; when the Duke of Surry, and 
his; ſon; Lord, Henry were announced; 
Lady, Suſan Amoſt fainted, was unable 
to proceed and pbliged to retire. | This 
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1 entirely impute to the fight of Lord 
Henry, who is to officiate as the clergy- 
man to-morrow at Mount Acres. 

The Duke ſeemed much affected, 
ſaying, how amiable her ſenfibility was, 
and bow little young ladies, of the pre- 
ſent age, conſidered the ſtatè they were 
going to enter into; and added, that 
Lady Suſan was what the young ladies 
were formerly, and what they ſhould 
always be; adding ſome other things 
with great warmth. - I 

Sir Henry Lotone ſaid, he' thought 
himſelf peculiarly happy, chat ſo good a 
Judge as the Duke approved of bis 
choice ; and that as yet he had no 
right ta be jealous, otherwiſe he would 
make him very uneaſy; The Duke 
ſmiled, and told him, that as his ſon 
had been rejected by Lady Suſan, it 
was not very likely he ſhould have been 
received, 
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received, otherwiſe, ſaid he, my young 
friend, n ener iy = 
pretenſions. T1 | 

The — ue Kc 40 very mg 
nĩſicent . You have made me very fine 
and I am afraid too young with the 
feathers, flowers, &c. I have ſat up 
veriting thus far. Sir Henry Lotone 
has been ſnut up with my Lady, and 
Lady Sufan, theſe two hours; my ſiſter 
intreated me to fit up for her, and to 
paſs this night with her H 
D+ SS „ - 6 2 
S* e #$ Lady Sufan has ac 
knowledged to me her partiity for the 
Duke of Surry Sir Henty, to whom 
ſhe had diſcloſed it, upon witgeffing her 
emotions, and heating what the Duke 
ſaid, acquainted her; that be was "too 
generous to take” ber promiſe, as be 
thought” be mould interfere with Her 
„ 10] Who}; happi- 
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Fappineſy,/albbugh! he very much de- 
ſpaired of ever hiceting with another 
object that could equal her in his affee- 
tions or eſteem} She anſwered him, ſhe 
would be directed by her mother: theydiſ. 
cloſedto her uhat had paſſed that mother 
was too tender, too generous, and too con- 
ſiderate, not to acknowledge Sir Henry's 
goodneſs; ſhe conſidered her daughters 
piety, and the deſtruction of het happi- 
neſs, if tbis match ſhould take place, 
and promiſed to reconcile my Lord to 
its being poſtponed,» #% 6 
. 38 Kc _— „% Vs 
«? „ lhree marriages were 
to haye 3 — on this morning only 
one has been accompliſhed. But, ta 
progged in order, 1 muſt acquaint you. 
my father was o juſt, not to accede ta 
che reaſons given him for delaying Lady 
ae s marriage; he). feigned an indiſ- 
A: 
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poſition, and remained at home—all 
tbe reſt of this family attended Lady 
Fanny and Sir John Bolton to Mount 
Acres; Lord Actes, Mademoiſelle le 
Tellier, &c, were in the chapel before 
our arrival=you know it is a mile from 
che Lodge. Lady Fanny looked as 
beautiful as ati angel; the did not put 
on bne of her fine Jewels, but drefled 
herfelf entirely in the ſimpleſt mannet— 
alt du White; but ſhe koſt nothing by ir, 
and without any other brnaments, than 
what Me thiew from her beauty and her 
youth; me appeared more beautiful 
from being mote natural. An innocent 
glace ſhone in her countenance, and 
Anrmated het every action; the appeared 
ſerious but happy, and placidly content. 
When ſhe was afked why the did not 
adorn: herſelf moteꝰ ſhe anſwered; that 
were hea victim, going to be offered 
00 up 
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up at the ſhrine of ambition or avyarice, 
ſhe would haye adorned herſelf as-/uch— 
but as, ſhe was going to be united to the 
man of her heart, a man ſuperior to 
trifles, he, ſlattered herſelf _ he would 
not diſlike her, for her inattention to 
any , thing that day, but 1n, preparing 
herſelf for the ſolemn act ſhe was ſo ſoon 
to take upon her. We admired her ſen- 
timents, and entered the chapel ; Ma- 
demoiſelle le, Tellier Was moſt. magn- 
ficently dreſſed in jewels, and L:think it 
almoſt, impoſſible to produce two . ſuch, 
fine women as her and her couſin the 
Ducbeſs. Lord Henry had received 
orders to begin, the ceremony, when he 
Was interrupted by... Sir, Henry Lotone's 
almoſt fainting; this obliging the ladies 
to lock that way, Mademoiſelle le Fel- 
lier ſuddenly ſcreamed out, and fainted 
away in ber- mather's arms.— They were 

both 
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both ſoon conyeyed into the air, and 
when they... recoveredyr; could. only, at 7 
firſt, repeat ſome dricoherencies 5 "at 
laſt,, to our great, durpiize, we diſco- 
xered. Sir, epry; Lotene lis Mademoi- 
ſelle Je, Tellier's Mr. Denham, and fb: 
the 1 miſtreſs,| he had lamented 1 4 
„Lord. Acres — in the 
fame. gondition in which Sir Henry had 
been; 3. he retired for a few. minutes, then 
returnipg, made Sir Henry a genteel 
compliment, aſſured him chat he re- 
Joiced. in the diſcovery, as Mademoiſelle 
was too dear to him not to be happy in 
her. Felicity? That be had firmly be- 
lieved him married, otherwiſe he never 
would have perſevered ia his addreſſes to 
ber contrary to her o inclinations 
He then, added, he made no doubt but 
every thing would be explained to the 
mutual ſatisfaction of che lovers; but 


1 intreated 
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intreated they would return to the chapel, 


and ſee the ceremony performed to Sir 
John and Lady Fanny. 


This was inſtantly complied wir, 


toe gave all parties time to recollect 
themſelves; We afterwards went to the 


Lodge, where an elegant entertainment 


was provided for us. Sir Henry Lo- 
tone acquainted us, that he had changed 
his name in conſequence of a large eſtate 
having been left him; and that a coufin- 
of his, a Mr. Denham; had been ap- 
pointed to fuocced © him as ambafſador 
at Turin. 0 4 855 

This accounted for Madetmoiſelle le 
Tellier's having reveived no anſwers to 
her letters, and having heatd he was 
married. But what could juſtify * his 
ſtrange ueglectꝰ and, after having ac- 
cuſtomed her to an independent way of 
life, 3 her to the moſt abject 


Try poverty? 


i LETTER XXXVI 

poverty? "He looked *arouhd' him for 
Mr. Dathwood to recopcile this appa- 
rent contradiction. in "his chatacter, of 
beheficttice, and inviolable attachment 
to her; TI that entlecdan, Upon the 
firſt diſcovery of Mademoiſelle le Tel- 
lier had wiſely deeatiped, un dreſfed 
as be was, upon one of” the ' ſervants 
bo, IT 51s a: thus 3d 01 33 

bis Juftified entirely the opinion Sir 


| hi Boltofi had formed of him.—There 


B an ancient law in Scotland: 'by which 


kong 1. -making [telling lies) was capirally 

üniſh iſhed, © am, indeed,” far from 
vithing, 12 increaſing, in this kingdom, 
the n umber of Executio : Jet cannot 


dot he k, that they who deftroy the 
CET TOY weaken the credit 
Ss fige TRIES 


of int el 57 and interrupt the ſecu- 
5090 o hartaſ s the debeate d with 


| thame, and * the timorous with 
alarms, 


LBP; HK N 3G 
alarms, might very properly be. * 
ed to a ſenſe of their crimes, by nun- 


ciations of 2 whipping- pot or_pillory ; 
ſince many 50 ſo inſenfible of right. ang 
wrong that they have no. 8 0 of 
abhon butthe law, or feel guilt bat 3 
they dread p upiſhment, MN pag mit 
Tbe paſßcns of, men, , who, are. ng: 
fubject to be! ruffled, are much moge to 
be dreaded than thoſe. of a ot of 
ple, Whe can have their, ME. 
ſhaken and torn. 49 piece concerning 
the mereſt rifles, Sir Henry, tremble 
firſt with rage, an and they with diſa 
iptment, to find the villain. Na 
1 8 him. I remarked, , When near 
Geneva, | the Lake Leman, Fn is 
about twent > 75 miles long, ar and _twel re 


6 1911191928 
road—in_ weather its Waves 


break ſuddenly, 55 reaſon of their being 
gl oL. III. * 7 | gs 
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freſh water, and are much more dan- 
gerous than the ſea. | 
Sir John Bolton intreated him to com- 
poſe himſelf; he anſwered, Do you 
think you could pofleſs your ſoul with 
patience, if you had to do with a man, 
who, under the veil of a moſt unſuſ- 
pected affeckion, ſhould be carrying on 
A plot for your ruin? and if ſuch do it 
cleverly,” with ſome addreſs, ſo as not 
to fall in within the letter of the law, 
They pronounce themſelves harmleſs: 
"O Villain! villain? ſmiling villain! The 
Fury Sir. Henry was in aſtoniſhed me, 
from it its being ſo very different from his 
character; ; but we can no more expect 
from! people a perfect equality of good 
- humour, than eee dee of pulſe; 
boötb depend upon cabſes out of their 
own power: = ＋ beſe frailties' and pal. 
Hons, 10 natural to men, makes what 
| we 
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e call good breeding ſo requiſiteamongſt 
them—it is an addreſs made to their 
pride and weakneſſes, and would be 
perfectly uſcleſs if they had none. Ma- 
demoiſelle. le Telher. told Sir Henry, 
that all the preſent; company knew her 
ſtory perfectly well, that if he would 
retire with Madame Dupree, ſhe would 
acquaint him with every particular con- 
cerning her, after which ſhe , would 
be very glad to know, what he 
could alledge in his own juſtification, 
for having expoſed her to the lawleſs 
attempts of a ruthan, and abandoning 
her to diſtreſs, poverty, and affliction.— 
Sir Henry appeared deeply affected by 
her, words, made a graceful bow, and 
retired with Madame Dupree; when 
be returned his face was bathed 1 in tears! 
What a ſcene « of miſery. has Dupree, faid 
he, laid before me! I haye need of the 

M 2 delight 
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deligbi 1 feel, in ſeeing you, faſe here, 
to help to ſuppott the idea f. your paſt 
diftreſs! He then acquaipted her, he 

bad regularly — 
Mr. Daſhwood,, but had ceaſed writing 
tot her, that gentleman having informed 
him ſhe was quite abandoned, but had 
always hopes ſhe would reform, until 
his return home, when, unfortunately, 
he had ſeen her, at an unſeaſonable 
hour, in company with che Count de 
Ris, on the road, walking; that be had 
never heen able. to eradicate. from his 
mitid! the tender ideas with, which the 
Dad inſpired him, as the preſent. com- 
pany could bear ample. teſtimony of —— 
but giving her up for loſt, he had payed 
his addreffes to Lady Suſan Danvers, 
he had Hjected bim! This dec lara- 
tion, which was, premature, eſcaped, Sir 
ben '4nd:frptifed che company. 


9 1 Recon- 
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Reconcifatton 8% the tendereſſ part uf 
either friendthip or love, thę latter bee 
eſpecially,” ir" Which the foul is more 
immediately ſoftened. * Were a per: 
for,” ſays Mr. Snenſtone, c to take wiſe 
of art in procuring the affection of his 
miſtreſs, it were, perhaps, his moſt 
effectual method to contriye a ſlight 
eſtrangement; and then, as it were im- 
perceptibly, bring on a reeonciliation. 
The foul here diſcovers a chaſtity; and, 
being forced back, retutns with an, ad- 
ditional violence.“ As I never had the 
honour of ſeeing Mademeiſelle le Tellier 
before, I could not ſo well judge of her 
emotions, but che joy that appeared in 
ber countenance, upon Sir Henry's de- 
elaring Lady Suſan had rejected him, 
was very evident tous all. Theſe 45 — 
emotions were; indeed, too violent n 
e be attended with ſome 3 


F 
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circumſtances, for nothing preys vpon 
the ſpirits like exceſs of joy how nearly 
is pleaſure allied to pain ! ſhe was unable 
to ſupport. ſuch extatic raptures—pale- 
neſs: took place of the fluſh of 1 joy which 
a little before glowed in her cheeks, | 
How very frail is nature, ff king 
alike under every exceſs of pleaſure or 
of pain! tranquility alone is the perfec- 
tion of happineſs, and a ſerene placid 
ſtate of mind the ſummit of all human 
felicity. Sir John Bolton could not 
| refrain from putting Sir Henry in re- 
membrance of what he had ſaid to Mr. 
1 1 8 and exprefſed his ſurprize, 
man of his good ſenſe had been a "dupe 
i Sit i hop? anſwered, that, in 
45 N | his acquaintance with 
| Bia, h wy material! ſerred bim, 
hich hal Gee his & de that it 
was s not ealy to develop bis chafacter, 


IF 


* 
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for, as he ſeldom = his eyes on tho 
to whom he tpeaks, * it prerents "thei 


{? FYYY 


diſcovering, i in his looks, the degree vt 
ſincerity that Appears i in ke Be lh 
or the impretfion that f is madd on Him 
by the "reply. 4 Sir John Bohren ſaid; 
contempt of 13 maf's bott is s 


97 


mark of his "unworthineſs "what - 


commonly. obſerved and faid of Kodelly 
| onen ity. 17 70 
(in. women) i in reference. to Si Y, 
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true of honour with Teſpett to all. virtue, 


that is, while the one is, ; maigrained the 
other is ſecute; but as ſoch as theſe 


44K.“ 


guards are laid aſide, 05 broke © th rough, 

both virtue in, general, and e 12: alt h A 
? 11 O0 

particular, are loſt. Nou, es Cy 


what 1 particularly allud co, is an a alt 


| mid 91 


in which Mr. Daſhwoo, D ace un, 


juſtly and uygeyerouſly to Mr. Sturt 15 
aud, as it appears, h he bas, Lope Ma- 
demoiſelle le Tellicr's name in the 


12 2 


NM =. receipts: 
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receipts; for e money you ſent, 1 bope 
you, will oplige him: togt;Mr;Stutt juſ- 
tice,, The Nuke of gurryretutned Sir John 
thanks fog his polite attention, and Sir 
Henry aſſured bim be would compel 
lim to a veſtitution of the ſums he had 
detrauded Mr. Sturt f. gol vids 44 
The (General, very politely invited Sie 
Henry, Lotone to the Grove, and Lord 
Acres, accompanied us to Danvers Place. 
My dear mother moraliſed all the way 
home. Neither prudence, fpreſight, 
| wor even; the, beſt diſpofition that the 
human; heart is, capable, of, ſaid ſhe, 
ate gf themſelyes fafficient, to defend 
us again the inevitable ills chat ſomec 
timeaare allotted even ta the beſt: Th 
rare ig n, ft the; eoifts: non tbr battle ro the. 
ſirong z but, true virtue comes as pure 
out of adverſity as geld out of the cru- 
e cible. 


1 
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eihle; O never let virtue deſpait; fai 
ſhe, though fallen into the loweſt erz 
tremity 7 it ſhall one day obtain its juſt 
requeſts, and be exalted, to the ſhartie:- 
and confuſion of its oppreſſors ?: 
I could not go to reſt without wriring 
you this long letter, which a ſpeciabꝰ 
meſſenger brings you, to preveht the 
aukwardnefs . of ydur remaining under 
ceived with reſpect to the nüptials that 
were to have taken place in tis nit. 
am much obliged to you for coutis 
tenancing Mrs. —, my relation! 
Had you been one of thoſe ordinaty- 
ſouls, ho never oblige” bur with fe- 
luctance, 1 ſhould not Have thooght'of” 
importuning you. I do not? Tove töexl “ 
tort benefits; I'wiſh them to flow freely. 
from their fource, and de Pie ber 
r in magnanimity : 10 We” 
My- 
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My Henry joins me in beſt reſpects 


to the Marquis; and 1 ever am, wy 
Kar liſter, ES 


1 
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3 Lour is baba 
benigne 0 and humble ſexvanty 
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From Lady W. to the Mar- 
enn! chioneſs of Eren 


* 


My DEAR SISTER, | 
PÞ HE turn, that affairs took in this. 
family prevented our ball, &c. but 
hw. much more agrecably - we 
paſſed gur time. | 
The only perſon, in this Emily, "that 
docs not ſeem to be perfectly happy, 
13 


* 
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1s gur brother, Lord Acres H the firm- 
nels and ſtrength of mind, with, which 
he conducted himſelf to Sir Henry Lo- 
tone cannot be ſufficiently admired ; he 
is, however, evidently much chagrined 
at his diſappointment. We are all to 


dine at Spencer Grove to-morrow, when 
he ſets out for the German Spa; 


as he is of a lively diſpoſition, 1 


hope in God he will ſoon conquer the 


(now) hopeleſs paſſion with which he is 


impreſſed. 


2 


The General, and all bis 3 ; 


dined here yeſterday—plactd content, 
and ſweet ſerenity, adorned the: lovely 
countenance of Mademoiſelle le Tellien. | 


Lady ' Suſan ſeemed much charmed at 
her happinefs, while Lord Acres with 
dificulty concealed his emotions. 


1 muſt, however, do Juftice to both 


parties: 
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2010 N 16 gains d 10} end 
Nrties their. conduct Wag. regylated 
N chat propriety, and; delicacy. a, jul 
underſtanding any each per: 
fon lad; a;.copftraint, on cheraſclyes : 
Lord; Acres, exerted .himſolf to ot 
ealys). while. Sir Henry \Lorone, a in 
Mademoiſelle 18. Tellier,, apoided as 
much 125, poſible ag Cees 10 to 
each gather. 

„The Dpke of Surry, told Lady Dan- 
vers, chat, if 1 it were got. ah impertinent 
aveſtion,, he woul uld like to be informed 
. Why Lady, Suſan had rejected Sir 0 

Eotone ? Abe tender mother replie 


e had, the 2 to be ſa early 
115 hed 0 his n oui acquaint 
in, with Wk oceaſion. She then 
old the Duke. of, the aire re- 
90 AI p | 
alleſfon a. Lady, Sulap.. "for a man 
een GB RY 
wy had wiſhed her married; ber rea- 


90. ener e bi. 10 bons 
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N. | 
ſons for prfeting Si He enry Las 
Kc. &c. The e teſtified His ad- 


miration for her ſeiitiments, and charmed 
with the delicaty of them, although he 
owned he was greatly mortiſied at the 
knowledge of the circumſtance, as it it de- 
prived him of all hopes of ſucteſs, as 
he had actually intended propofitip 1 FR 
ſelf to her. Our dear mother with great 
difficulty concealed her joy, and {aid 
ſome flattering things to his Sl on 
the honour he intended her, which” the 
made no doubt would be acct table! 
Alas, faid the Duke, how”! 18 chat 
poſſible? what offers has "he Teje&t 
ed! My age can leave me 90 eas a 
conceive, ſuch an expect ation And 
although it would afford mn Fen 
l 907 
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able happineſs to call her une, an 


that I ſhould rhipk my honour Perfectly 


ſecure from a a "knowledge, of ker | hea- 


 # 1111 


yenly mind ; yet, without it were poffi- 
ble 


| 
1} 
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| ble to inſpire her with a tenderer ſenti- 
ment than friendſhip, my fehcity would 


not be complete. The Duke then added, 


it would be preſuming too far to aſk the 
name of this happy man? Lady Dan- 
vers told him, if be put his defign 


in execution, of addreſfing her daughter, 
Merherſelf, were ſhe inclined to liſten to 
him, would acquaint him with it, as ſhe 
did Sir Lotone, @ „% ü 
* * * * c 
We dined at Spencer Grove; the 
Duke dtove Lady Suſan in his — 
there and back. again, in the evenin 
what paſſed. know not, but ſuch j joy 
appemet in his countenance, and ſo 
2 ſweet complacency, in her's, that 
ake no > doubt. aten n 
1 re ement... 10 
Sir enry and]. propoſe ſetting out 


3 '$! 
Ire: ms icy, 1 5 for London; wy. amiable 


2 | Hilter 
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fiſter returns) you many thanks for your 
Pas invitation. I am ever, 
59D DF 00 | 0 TL 
Dear Siſter, NE | 
[| ++: 1 your-affeEtionate | 


and obliged friend, 


MARY HAMILTON. 
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From the Counteſs of Date, to 
88 the Marchioneſs of EySOM. 


oo DEAR JULIANA, e NOIR 
” HOPE my daughter Hamilton, and 
her ſweet children, arrived ae in 

town, She will acquaint 'y you that 1 

hope ſoon, your filter Suſan will become 


your 


T 
"AED FE IK 


your mother.—I rejoice in it, as it will 
Aike her happy 5 ; Ver. K* courſe of 
natufe, how long | probability, 
will the have ſr he and regret the 
object of her attachment, if grief, for 
ſuch 44oſs, permitted her to live. I 
never ſaw" ally thing exceed her affec- 
tion for him. The Duke ſeems per- 
fectly tranſported with his happineſs, 
and Hattered' beyond meaſure that he 
bas been accepted, after ſhe rejected ſo 
man others. The other morning, 
when bis Gract was fitting with Sufan, 
and I only in the room,” the enquired 
the reaſon of a diſquiettde, which Was 
evidently" imprefſed-on' his countecance; 
be anſwered, chat nothing but che fear 
of offending her, could have prevented 
him ſ0 long from claiming 2 promiſe 'I 
had made him on Fer" attounc, previous 
do the declaration of bis ſentiments, that 


R the 
S | 


— 
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ſhe would acquaint., him with the name 
of the man aſhe had diſtinguiſhed 
Suſan, bluſhed a; deep ſcarlet! hefitated, . 
and was, ſo very, diſtreſſed, that the 
Duke aſked her paxdon if he had afforded 
her any uneafine(s,. and would never 
again mention che ſubject! But her 
good ſenſe, ſeeing. the neceffty of re- 
moving every prejudice from his mind, 

immediately ſaid My Lord, 1 ſuffer 
equal confuſion from your knowledge of 
the circumſtance, as ſhall do when you 
know the party; and am therefore de- 
tetmined, whatever 1; may forfeit in 
your good opinion, chere ſhall be no 
ſecret between. us on my part, She chen 
deſired of me, to give. the, Duke her 
letter? to me to read; which, his Grace 
did with ſome impatience, and then, 
ſaid, This. proves, Madam, the : ſtrength 
£ ® See Letter XXXV Ul. 
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of yout attathment, your delicacy of ſen- 
- fitnebt, and che bappigefs of this man; 
but dhe not luferm the df is name? 
Sdfan Was tore confuſed" thati before 


dut lonkihg up to bim with Hilſeavetted 
det, find, 1e hefe dy min in the 
world but yourſelf, that could produce 
ſuch ſeutiments! This was A diſcovery 
the Duke had very little expected: be 
was Quite tranſported, uud cDοον hardly 
believe the reality ef his happineſs, —[ 
to him the part Sir Henry 
Litanehad* ated; upon witneffing her 
emotions Opon tis arrival. 1 can only 
- add; I believe there Are not a happier 
pair in we World, er more devoted te 
Seb, deve eien lo on 

Sey n you wil ſes in town. 1 da- 
ter myſelf he will ſoon get? the better of 
* eee Mob 


amiable a he che is I. ann led on 
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account, that marriage did not take place, 
as ſhe had another preppſſeſſon .I know 
ſo well from experience, the happinels 
that reſults. from an union of hearts, that 
4 look don with pity, and compaſſion 
on all thoſe, who enter, into that ſtate, 
who are not, tenderly attached to each 
other. What can be the xeſult but 
miſery ? on the contrary, Where people 
love one another, the mereſt wifles are 
intereſting, and every freſh occurrence 
endears them each day, more and. more 
to one another. If misfortunes, ariſe, they 
ſerve only to cement their union; but 
this cannot occur to thoſe wha have 
been induced to enter into this ſtate. from 
motives of intereſt, convenience, or 

ambition. Como is the TS 
— noot Uiw. ad You 


HC 


But be? they te 13 0 their | king, | 
E unite, und In one fate 
| Na Their 
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Their hearts, their fortunes, and their beings 
ba: A J T. T A 
*Tis not the coarſer tie of human laws, 
Unnat'ral oft! and foreign to the mind, 
\ That bind their peace ; ber deen 
Attuning all their paſſionsiato loye: 
4 Where friendſhip full exerts irs ſofteſt power, 
Perfect eſteem, enliven'd by 3 
Ineffable, and ſympathy of ſoul, 
Thought meeting thought, and will preventing 
1.0). $002 18919 2454 eu (131 iy 
With boundleſs confidence; for nought but love 
Cin anhfwer love, and render Big ſecure. 
UTq SMP TOO On Tnowyson e Spring. 
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* E T ”T E R XL 
From, Lady Fraxces BoL Tax to 257 
HAMEL ro. 


101.291 2e i} 


MY DEAR SISTER, 
I AM now to write to you an affair 

which gives me great concern to re- 
late, and which you'll communicate to 
the Marchioneſs with your uſual pru- 
dence. The Marquis arrived here two 
days ago, as you know, to be preſent 
at his father's nuptials with my fiſter; 
Sir Henry Lotone's, with our amiable 
coufin, were to take place on the ſame 
day. We were all as happy as you can 
conceive ; love and tenderneſs compoſed 
our train; all was joy, ſerenity, and 
-peace; My fiſter Suſan had prevailed 
on his. Grace to be reconciled to Lady 


= N 3 Char- 


bones Place 
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| Charlotte” and Mr. Sturt, who are here, 
as alſo” Lady Anne, Wh&is ſoon to be 
married to the Biſhop of . As the 
Duke is paſſioitately fond of muſie, we 
were (by the aſſiſtanee df Sir Henry's 
band) amuſiog him with our beſt per- 
formance and my ſiſter was ſinging a fa- 
vdurite air, When his Grace ſuddenly: fell 
motioneſs at her feet. The conſternatiom 
and grief we all were in, is enſier con · 
ceived than expreffed, He was imme- 
diately conveyed to bod and, after 
ſome time, recoyered his ſenſes, but not 
bis pech. when he eagerly looked 
around him for Suſan ( She was-weeping 
on her kners before him, and bathing 
his hands wich her rears l The ſſcene was 
truly affecting! The phyficĩans give 
dim great hopes bf a perfect recovery; 
| but acqumint him chat they cannot 
* all; hat OO exert- himſelf, 


£3 and 
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and keep up his ſpirits ! He bufſt into 
rears |. and anſered. them, Lack at 
this lovely woman, by dhom I am be- 
loved, and h is a pattern of all, the 
virtues, and then aſk, if it is eaſy. for 
me to have ſortitude in my preſent ſitu- 
tion? Suſan never keaves, him, one mi- 
nute, has not changed her dreſs ſince 
rkhis affair happened, and looks; moſt 
Nen i ie tis ow irg bn 

LI am called. I have been [nine 
at a very affecting ſcene asc it was on 
this day the marriages were to take 
place ! It as eaſy to perceive t greatiy7 


affected the Duke's ſpirits; he bad, in- 


deed, inſiſted, that his misfortune might 
not retard Sir Henry Lotone's happineſs, 
in conſequence of which the were to 
ve uvited this day. | My Ser Saia told 
tony centre — incur from her 

* 
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attendance on him; yet, as ſuch a. pro» 
ceeding might miſlead: leſs delicate 
minds, who might urge her conduct as 
* preſident, that ſhe wifſhed, he would 
permit the ceremony to take place at the 
ſame time as the others. The Duke 
ſeemed much charmed at this mark of 
her goodneſs, and faid a number of 
things, which you may eaſily con- 
ceive, on this occaſion! She aſſured 
him, with tears in her eyes, that ſo 
far from ſaerificing herſelf, as he bad 
inſinuated, in becoming his wife, that 
the would rather ſhed a flood of affec- 
tionate tears on his dear boſom, ſmooth 
his bed in his hcknels, wateh the motion 
of his eyes, and prevent his wiſhes, than 
be engaged in any ſcenes whatever, that 
the world might deem the moſt joyous. 
The Duke lifted up his eyes to heaven, 
ſaying, how undeſerving, great God, 
© ave I been of this happineſs, to have 


a Woman. 


VET PER XC its 
2 woman of virtue, honour, and truth, 
ſo tenderly. attached to me! Lord Henry 
performed' thic ceremenf, the Duke 
being ſupported in bed.—It was a 
ſolemn” ceremony] After it was over, 
my ſiſter acquainted his Grace, that ſhe 
had fifty thouſand pounds, Which had 
been left her by a gentleman, with the 
condition annexed to it, of not de- 
claring it till after her marriage; that 
ſhe would not have 'troubled him with 
ſuch a communication at preſent, had it 
not been her intention to recommend it 
to him, to relieve Mr. Sturt from the 
difficulties in Which he Was involved, 
and which the” was perſuaded, from the 
-goodneſs of his heart, muſt render him 
uneaſy till it was done; and that the 
wiſhed that there ſhould” not be the 
ſmalleſt toom for chagrin in his bfeaſt to 
retard his recovery. The Duke told 
$5 her, 


a8 LETTER XL 
ber, that he would ſybſcribe to whatever 


#he thought proper ; and Mr. Sturt and 
Lady Charlotte ſeemed. charmed, with 
her gencroſity, while Lady, Anne ſeems 
perfectly to adore here... She intreated 
"they would not mention it it her ; that 
he was happy in "having i it in her power 
to render them ſo ; that living, c or dying, 
her dear Lord ſhould be her only love ; 

- and that, if the had the misfortune to 
loſe him, her whole life ſhould be 
directed in ſuch a manner, as would 
teſtify the truth of that aſſertion. Re- 
ligion is, to noble to approve of thoſe 
little ſouls who oblige with inſolence, and 
make the importance of their ſervices be 
felt. Now, my dear ſiſter, own the 
truth, and acknowledge you are ſur- 
Priſed to receive ſuch a grave letter from 
me. - The truth is, I have loved myſelfg 
know Suſan's happineſs it centered in, 


LETTER IE 
the Duke; you know her worth, how 
intereſting ſhe is to all her friends, can 
I do otherwiſe than grieve at her preſent 
firvation ? My dear Sir John wiſhes to 
withdraw we from this place; but I can- 
not think of leaving my family, \ in its 
preſent fituation, until you return, or that 
Juliana is able to come here. I long to 
ſee her little boy. 1am, A and 


allectionatelx un pi ar 1+ OT ION 
Yours, Hot ut bod 
{1 | ).. 83,12] 993 Mit 
Faakcrs Bor ron. 
„ 00% eln 
ie nene ee: 
TEL [ 1 
: #2 D \ 
N I. N 1 ; 


ERRATA, 
Vor, I. Letter V. figned Surry, read Danvers, * 
P. 46. I. 20, for feelings read failings, 
8 FP. 67. 1. 1. for equally read elegantly. 
For. II. P. 37. I. 6. for out read before, 
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